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Eugene Debs underwent a transformation over the course of his life that
compelled him to replace a brand of unionism rooted in nationalism with
a variant of socialism based on internationalism. As a trade and industrial
unionist, Debs employed American political traditions linked to
citizenship to attack the inequality and injustice engendered by
corporations. After he became a socialist, however, Debs seriously
questioned the values of citizenship and the heritage of the American
Revolution, ultimately transcending the ideological framework he had
utilized as a unionist. Previous historians have missed this shift in Debs's
thought because they have presented his Christianity as an extension of
his preoccupation with citizenship and the American Revolution. Debs
emerged from a republican tradition, but his concern with the fate of
humanity led him to substitute his earlier focus on American citizenship
with the interests of a worldwide civilization. This process of growth
caused Debs to elevate socialism in order to denigrate capitalism,
exchange the particular virtues of independence and liberty for the
universal values of interdependence and brotherhood, and swap the
founding fathers and their revolution for Jesus and his revolutionary
gospel. In the end, Debs was more concerned with perfecting the
internationalist goals of civilization than the nationalist values of
citizenship, and he believed that the perfection of humanity endorsed by

Christianity was also the overarching goal of socialism.

Dave Burns
2008


#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

You do not currently have access to this content.

Sign in

Don't already have an account? Register

Client Account

Username / Email address

Password

SIGNIN

Forgot password?
Don't have an account?

Sign in via your Institution
Sign In

Sign in via your Institution
Signin

BUY THIS ARTICLE

View Metrics


#
#
#
#
#
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=&doi=10.1215%2F15476715-2007-082

CITING ARTICLES VIA

EMAIL ALERTS

Latest Issue

Subscribe to Article Alert

About Labor: Studies in Working-Class Hist ory

Edit orial Board
For Authors
Twitter
Purchase
Advertise

Rights and Permissions Inquiry

Online ISSN 1558-1454

Duke University Press
905 W. Main St. Ste. 18-B
Durham, NC 27701

USA

Phone
(888) 651-0122

Print ISSN1547-6715 Copyright © 2018



#
https://read.dukeupress.edu/labor/crossref-citedby/15228
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

International
+1(919) 688-5134

Contact

Contact Us
Information For

Advertisers

Book Authors
Booksellers/Media
Customers
Educators

Journal Authors/Editors
Journal Subscribers
Librarians
Prospective Journals
Rights & Permissions
Societies

Careers
View Open Positions

B Sign Up For Subject Matters

Current Catalog

Connect

ololoe¢l

©2017 Duke University Press. All Rights Reserved.



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

Accessibility

Legal
Privacy

Get Adobe Reader



#
#
#
#

	The Soul of Socialism: Christianity, Civilization, and Citizenship in the Thought of Eugene Debs
	Sign in
	Client Account
	Sign in via your Institution
	Sign in via your Institution
	CITING ARTICLES VIA
	EMAIL ALERTS



