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In lieu of an abstract, hereis a brief excerpt of the content:

Mid-Ce ntury English Quixotism and the Defence ofthe NovelBreanS.Hammond Ina forthcoming introduction
toacollectionofarticles onthe novelineighteenth-century Britain, Richard Kroll discriminates studies of
the subjectinto three types:1studies thateffectivelyacceptWatt's thesis about the rise ofthe novelin
England butseek to qualifyorextend its terms;2 others thatstress the ancientgenealogyofthe noveland
do notacceptthe eighteenthcenturyas anewororiginarymoment;3and some veryrecentapproaches,
stressing that Watt's thesis is itselfdetermined byideological battles fought in the eighteenth century and
won bythe nineteenth, about howthe novel's historyshould be represented.4 Feminist literary historians
do notallfitcomfortablyinto this typology. For11amextre mely grateful to Richard Krollfor allowing me to
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see his forthcoming introductionto a collectionofessays forthe Longman Critical Readers volumes on the
eighteenth-century British novel. 2 Primus inter pares are,ofcourse, Michael McKeon, The Origins ofthe
English Novel, 16001740 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1987) and J. Paul Hunter, Before Novels:
The Cultural Contexts ofEighte e nth-Century Fiction (New York and London: W.W. Norton, 1990). 3 Principally
Margaret Anne Doody, The True Storyofthe Novel (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press,1996). Doody's
accountis closerthanis lan Watt's to the storyas it would have beentold inthe eighteenth centuryitselfby,
forexample, ClaraReeve.4 See, forexample, HomerBrown, "The Institution ofthe English Novel: Defoe's
Contribution,”" Novel29 (1995-96),299-318; William B. Warner, "The Elevation ofthe Novelin England:
Hegemonyand Literary History," English Literary History 59 (1992),577-96; Warner, "Licensing Pleasure:
Literary History and the Novelin Early Modern Britain" in Columbia History EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY FICTION,
Volume 10, Number 3, April 1998 248 EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY FICTION more thana decade, they have
endeavoured to show us what Watt occluded : large volumes ofimaginative writing by British wome n writers.
Although there is some reluctance to acceptthe "rise" metaphor, the effect of much ofthis work is to
construct an alternative female tradition thatis, perhaps,justas fictive inits linearity as is its brother.5 In this
respect,those who belong to Kroll's third group regard themselves as more radical. "The linear history of
the novel," Homer Brown has recently written, "as having an'origin'and 'rise,' the historywe have been
broughtup on, withits genealogies, lines ofdescentand influence , familyresemblances,is itselfa fictional
narrative —a kind ofnovelabout the novel."6 The novelwas constituted as a category, Brownwould argue,
notbyanysetofperformances inthatcategory(novels byFielding or Richardson, forexample), but by the
institutionalizing activities of major publishers and editors. Thus, as Alan Downie concludes arecentarticle
entitled "The Making the English Novel," "whatIsuspect we are witnessing is nota marketdrivenbyreaders
so muchas amarketdrivenbypublishers suchas Noble and Ballantyne and critics suchas Scott."7 Such an
approachis cognate atvarious points withthe debate overthe formation ofthe English canon, in that the
novelis said notto existbefore there are instruments oftransmission and institutions ofreofthe British
Novel, ed. John Richetti, John Bender, Deirdre David, and MichaelSeidel (New York: Columbia University
Press,1994), pp. 1-22; J.A. Downie, "The Making ofthe English Novel," Eighte e nth-Century Fiction 9 (April
1997),249-66.1 have notbeenable to read HomerBrown's book Institutions ofthe English Novelfrom Defoe
to Scott (Philadelphia: Universityof Pennsylvania Press, 1997), which, as | write, has notyetappeared in
Britain. Much of myunderstanding of Browndepends on Kroll. 5 0One would include here,interalia: John
Richetti, Popular Fiction before Richardson: Narrative Patterns, 1700-1739 (Oxford: ClarendonPress,1969),
apioneering work evenifitdoes not have the same ideological persuasion as lateritems inthe list; Ruth
Perry, Women, Letters and the Novel (New York: AMS...
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