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As  the  ye ar 20 0 1 dre w to  a clos e , the  inte rnational community confronte d a wide s pre ad te rroris t thre at
e manating  from a fanatical g lobal re volutionary move me nt. While  one  te rror bas e , the  Taliban's  Afg hanis tan,
appe are d about to  be  e liminate d, the  inte rnational community face d a troubling  future  in which dis pe rs e d
political fanatics  and move me nts  will s e e k to  e xport te rror into  s table  s tate s  and to  topple  politically we ak
Middle  Eas te rn g ove rnme nts  in orde r to  fome nt inte rnational Is lamis t re volution.

While  turmoil wracke d parts  of the  Is lamic world and thre ate ne d the  tranquility of the  advance d
de mocracie s , the  ye ar s aw mode s t tre nds  toward the  furthe r cons olidation of young  de mocracie s  and the
de e pe ning  of de mocratic  practice s  in a wide  varie ty of s e tting s . De mocratic  g ove rnme nts  and marke t
s ys te ms  appe are d re s ilie nt in the  face  of te rroris t and e xtre mis t challe ng e s , thanks  to  the  s tre ng th de rive d
from the  s e ns e  of owne rs hip that c itiz e ns  have  in the s e  g ove rnme nts .

At the  s ame  time , Is lamis t te rroris m and the  popularity of e xtre mis t ide as  in s ome  quarte rs  of the
inte rnational Mus lim community pos e d a s e rious  thre at to  the  s pre ad of political fre e dom in the  Is lamic
world. This  ye ar's  s urve y s hows  a dramatic  g ap in the  s tate  of fre e dom and de mocracy be twe e n majority-
Mus lim countrie s --particularly the  Arab s tate s --and the  re s t of the  world.

As  20 0 1 dre w to  a clos e , the  world re ache d a ne w hig h-wate r mark in the  numbe r and proportion of
de mocratically e le cte d g ove rnme nts , with 121--or 6 3 pe rce nt--of the  world's  19 2 countrie s  qualifying  as
[End P a g e  9 9 ] [B e g in P a g e  10 1] "e le ctoral de mocracie s ." By comparis on, the  19 87-88 s urve y found that
jus t 6 6  of 16 4 countrie s  (40  pe rce nt) could be  thus  clas s ifie d. In s hort, the  numbe r of de mocratically
e le cte d g ove rnme nts  has  incre as e d by 55 ove r the  s pace  of 14 ye ars , with an ave rag e  of ne arly four
countrie s  moving  into the  "e le ctoral de mocracy" column e ach ye ar. While  s ome  e le ctoral de mocracie s  have
poor human rig hts  re cords , the y do aEord cons ide rable  s pace  for political oppos ition move me nts , allow
oppos ition partie s  and vie w-points  acce s s  to  the  me dia, and me e t the  minimum s tandards  of re lative ly fre e
and fair e le ctions .

In all, the re  are  86  Fre e  countrie s , in which bas ic  political rig hts  and civil libe rtie s  are  re cog niz e d. S uch
countrie s  are  home  to  2.5 billion pe ople --41.4 pe rce nt of the  g lobal population. The re  are  57 Partly Fre e
countrie s , in which the re  is  limite d re s pe ct for political rig hts  and civil libe rtie s , oFe n in an e nvironme nt of
corruption, we ak rule  of law, e thnic  and re lig ious  s trife , and s ing le -party dominance . (Approximate ly 22.2
pe rce nt of the  world's  population, 1.4 billion pe ople , live s  in Partly Fre e  s ocie tie s .) The re  are  2.2 billion
pe ople  (36 .4 pe rce nt of the  g lobal population) living  in the  49  Not Fre e  countrie s , whe re  bas ic  political
rig hts  are  abs e nt and bas ic  c ivil libe rtie s  are  wide ly and s ys te matically de nie d.

The  tre nd in 20 0 1 was  mixe d, as  17 countrie s  marke d s ig nificant g ains  in fre e dom while  18 re g is te re d
s e tbacks . Among  countrie s  making  important g ains  was  Pe ru, which re e nte re d the  ranks  of Fre e  countrie s
aFe r the  victory of Ale jandro Tole do in an ope n and de mocratic  pre s ide ntial e le ction. Pe ru's  de mocratic
g ains  came  aFe r a pe riod of te rroris m, ins tability, and corrupt authoritarian rule  unde r Pre s ide nt Albe rto
Fujimori. The  G ambia's  s tatus  improve d from Not Fre e  to  Partly Fre e  aFe r the  g ove rnme nt liFe d a
controve rs ial de cre e  barring  oppone nts  from political activity in the  run-up to  nationwide  e le ctions .
Mauritania re g is te re d g ains  and s aw its  s tatus  improve  from Not Fre e  to  Partly Fre e  as  a cons e que nce  of
local and national parliame ntary e le ctions . Advance s  for fre e dom we re  als o  re g is te re d in Albania, Bahrain,
Bulg aria, Cambodia, Came roon, Cong o (Braz z aville ), Cong o (Kins has a), Cote  d'Ivoire , Croatia, Eas t Timor,
Equatorial G uine a, Fiji, G re nada, and Yug os lavia.
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Among  the  18 s tate s  whe re  fre e dom s uEe re d s ig nificant s e tbacks  was  Trinidad and Tobag o, which de cline d
from Fre e  to  Partly Fre e  as  the  country's  parliame ntary s ys te m broke  down in the  face  of a dis pute d national
e le ction and g rowing  corruption. Ethiopia e nte re d the  ranks  of [End P a g e  10 1] Not...
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