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In this  e s s ay, I s how how the  building  of ins titutionaliz e d me dicine  be fore  and during  the  Civil War, and the
narrative s  about that trans formation a6e r it, are  crucial s ite s  for producing  a fantas y of s e cularity.
Inve s tig ating  an archive  that include s  me dical te xtbooks , me dical journal pole mics , and me dical fiction by
phys ician-author S . We ir Mitche ll, I re ve al how nine te e nth-ce ntury me dical dis cours e  de pe nde d on a
particular re lations hip to  re lig ion: profe s s ional me dicine  dis ting uis he d its e lf historically from the  me die val
e ra and ideologically from re lig ious  practice s  alig ne d with, among  othe r thing s , s upe rs tition and mag ic. By
re de fining  “bad” me dicine  as  “bad” re lig ion and placing  it firmly in the  pas t, e ig hte e nth- and nine te e nth-
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ce ntury phys icians  forg e d a s tory about me dicine ’s  mode rn and s e cular characte r, but one  that would prove
an e ve r-s hi6ing  targ e t.
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