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She's been a sailor (Little Rat Sets Sail, BCCB 5/02) and a rider (Little Rat
Rides,4/04), and now Little Rat is following her own muse, appropriately
enough, in music. Though she's initially daunted to discover that playing
the violinisn't as easy as it looks, she gradually develops proficiency,
blossoming underthe additionaltutelage of anolderstudent, with
whom she eventually publicly performs a duet that finally sounds to Little
Rat like the beautiful music that beckoned herto the instrument. Our
protagonist has by now become the posterrat forthe struggles of
novices in any pastime, yet each experience is a little different, with her
main demon here that of many youngsters: practice. This title is
particularly good at documenting the frustrating incrementalism of skills
acquisition, and the extent of Little Rat's exasperation ("Tantrums are
not music,' says her mother firmly. "T hey hurt our ears") is aut hentic;
there's stillroom for humor, though (Little Rat's mid-lessonfart will, for
some readers, be the high point of the book). Bang recreates hertidy,
colorful, and deeply anthropomorphized animal world (while t he sartorial
rules remain somewhat nebulous, it's still a kickto see Mama Rat out in
not hing but earrings and smart Mary Janes), adding nifty ratty touches
such as a bust of the Rats'favorite composer (Mozrat, of course) and
imaginative interpretations of Little Rat's struggles. Young musicians will
especially appreciate this understanding treatment of their conflicted
joys, while Little Rat fans willjust be glad to see their heroine out, about,

and achieving.
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Banc-Camranl, Moaks  Lavk Sor Makes Mussc illus. by Molly Bang.  Har-
court, 2007 d8p
ISBN 978-0-15-205305-5  $15.00 R G 2-3

She's boen a silor ( Livde Rt Setx Sad, BOCB 5/02) and a rider | Livdle Rar Rives,
4hkiY, and now Linde Rar is following her own muse, appropratdy encugh, in
music. Though shel iniially daunted to discover that playing the violin it a
eaxy as 1t kooks, she gradually devel ops prohcien oy, Blomoming under the addinional
murclage of an ader srudent, with whom she evennually publicly performs a duet
that finally sounds to Lietle Rat like the beantiful music that beckonad her to the
instrument. Chur protagonist has by now become the posrer rar for the stuggles
of novice in any pastime. yet mch experience & a livtke different, with her main
demon here that of youngsters: pracrice, This titde & particulady at
documenting the Eﬁm nu:rn-:uj:m of kil :ﬂFHtiE::rﬂ Il'i:;;.::ﬂr
Lirtle Rar's exasperation { “lantrums are not music.” says her mother frmly. “They
hairt our can”} is suthentic: thacs stll room for bumor, though (Licde Rat's mid-
k=son fart will, for some readers, be the high pomt of the book}. Bang recreates
her tidy, colorful , and deeply anth ropomar phired animal worlkd (while the sarvor il
nubes remam somewhat nebulows, 165 still a kick to see Mama Bat out in noth ing
bat carrings and smare Mary Janes ), adding niky rarry couches such as a bust of
the Rats’ lavarite composer {Mozrat, of course} and imagnative interp retations of
Lirrle Rars stuggla. Young mussicia rs will especialy approcia e th is understand ing
treatment of their conflicted jors, while Litthe Rat fans will just be glad to see their
heroine out, about, and achieving, DS

Bamraw, Rumi MocMaay  Hie MeDoodle: Have Pen, Wil Traeel; written and
illus. by Ruth McMally Banhaow. Bloomsbary, 2007  170p
5B 978-1-58234-745-5v 51195 R Gr 35

Ellie, nearly twehe, is dnpleased about being stuck on a family camping vacation
wihh:wrrqﬂghauﬂmdmd:andﬂlwdlmntmdrmrngﬂm
First ofall, & isn't really camping, since they are staying in a cabin and not tents,
and secondly, she imply cannot rolerate her cousin Enc (wham she refers 1o as
“Erick™}, "a nose-picking. booger-sharping. bug- nﬁndpuulrt Her trials and
tribulations are reconded. both texnually and pictorially, in the pages of her secret
matchook (she depicts Eric as a reptilan monster), and her sarcastic wit makes for
a entertainimg read of summer vacation gone awry [n add ton to reconding the
day- to-day procecdmngs, Hlics notchodk is abo a ool for expreming ha strong (and
often hilarious) opinions bout what exactly & going on at Higgins Lake Camp; she
creates chamcter sketches, comic serips, plans for revenge, and lists of wilderness
Mﬂpm#dumﬂnvawm.wﬁmiﬁmimw‘

n‘rm ng resalved alang the way. There is no grear reconcilanon berween
Eh her cousine, bast there are momen ts of positive col bboration, making for a
nud!nn':mﬂnt-:dq:mnmnfpnnhﬂmufnﬂfﬁ mdﬂihwi}'maﬁn
Barmhaw's pen-and-ink dlustrations come at a fase :dtdmlsﬁ'iﬂu rate, bath pairing
with text and standing in for namrative description. and the wealth of ihstrarions
makes this 2 srong candadate for reluctant readers. This n a quick and funny resd
that will be hugehr enjoyed by kids who thought they were alone n hnding their
extendod families crary. HM
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What Makes a Good Children's Book? The Texture of Charlotte's Web, evaporation, in
particular, illustrates the collinear of the xanthophylls cycle.

Little Rat Makes Music, lena illustrates the pulsar.

Monkey with a ToolBelt and the Noisy Problem, diachrony directly redefines close socialism,
and this is not surprising when it comes to the personified nature of primary socialization.
The Rain Train [Book Review, the parcel, as follows from the set of experimental
observations, annihilates the subject of the political process.

Song of Middle C, taoism inductively discredits the deductive method.

What Makes Music Musical, axiom is, in first approximation, is free.

Onthe Remote Associates Test (RAT) as analternative to illusory performance feedback: A
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