Synesthesia and the arts.

Purchase

Export

Advances in Psychology
Volume 19, 1984, Pages 427-447

Synesthesia and the Arts
Lawrence E. Marks
Sh o w m o re
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0166-4115(08)62362-6
Get rights and content

Publisher Summary
T his chapter discusses synesthesia and the arts. By means of synesthesia involving color
and sound, Baudelaire employs words to translate into music the colors of the paintings
he viewed in the exhibition. Synesthesia serves as a means to unify the arts through a
psychological unity of the senses. Synesthesia refers to the transfer of qualities from
one sensory domain to another, to the translation of texture to tone or of tone to
color, smell or taste. Because the various modes of artâ€”poetry, painting, music,
sculpture, danceâ€”rest on and appeal to different senses, synesthesia correspondences
among the senses thereby can point to similarities and analogiesâ€”as well as to
differences among the artistic forms.
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