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Abstract
Raman microscopy has been used to identify the pigments decorating three valuable
items owned by the Worshipful Company of Barbers (established in 1308 in London),
one being a large leather screen dating to before 1712, the other two being illuminated
title pages of books of ordinances of the Company dating to 1605 and 1658. Pigments
which could not be fully characterised by this technique (particularly the green paints)
have also been subject to XRF or SEMâ€“EDX analysis. T he combined analytical approach
has shown that the pigments identified on all three items are typical of those in use as

artistsâ€™ pigments in the 17th C and include azurite, indigo, vermilion, red lead, pink
and yellow lakes, verdigris, lead white, calcite (and chalk), gypsum, carbon-based black,
and gold and silver leaf. However in the case of the screen alone, restoration in the
1980s has been carried out with different pigments â€“ haematite, phthalocyanine green,
rutile, and a mixture of azurite, malachite and barium sulfate. T his work constitutes the
first in-depth study of painted leatherwork and demonstrates that the palette used for
this purpose is similar to that used on other works of art of the same date. It has also
allowed the original colour schemes of the decorations to be determined where pigment
degradation has occurred. T he combined analysis has also provided a more complete
understanding of the materials used for, or on, objects to which access is limited.
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