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Abstract
Environmental law and p olicy has come a long way since the birth of the US
Environmental Protection Agency in 1970 and the launch of the first

Europ ean environmental p olicy in 1972. Today law is no longer centre stage
but simp ly one instrument among others in the environmental regulator's
toolkit. And talk of regulation may itself be giving way to the broader
concep t of environmental governance. This article examines the evolution
of environmental law, regulation and governance over almost four decades.
It exp lores the major initiatives of that p eriod and the lessons that can be
learned from them, it map s shifting regulatory architectures and exp lains
what has worked and why and it considers the changing nature of the
environmental challenge itself. Finally, it seeks to identify which p articular
architectures are most suited to deal with p articular typ es of environmental
p roblems.
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virt ue of which mixes t he subject ive and object ive, t ransfers it s int ernal impulses t o t he real
connect ions of t hings.
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