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In lieu of an abstract, hereis a brief excerpt of the content:

"OhDearResemblance of Thy Murdered Mother": Female Authorship in EvelinaSusan C. Greenfield Frances
Burney's first published novel, Evelina (1778),1is astoryaboutanorphangirl's questforidentityand her
developmentas a writer. The noveltraces the heroine's searchfora parentalauthorwho canname herand
establishherpositioninthe world; at the same time, since the textis epistolaryand mostofthe letters are
written by Evelina, the heroine herselfis anauthor. Inthis essaylexamine Evelina's representation of
authorshipineachsense ofthe termand argue thatidentityand literarypowerare depicted as matrilineal
gifts. lalso suggestthatthe book's female-centred family romance parallels both Burney's personal myth
about herown writing and her culture's narrative about the origins ofthe novelas agenre.Such claims may
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seempuzzling because,onthe surface, Evelinafocuses onthe heroine's longing fora patriarchal name.
Patricia Spacks correctly points out that the "identityshe cares about mostis given her 1Frances Burney,
Evelina; or The History ofa Young Lady's Entrance into the World, ed. Edward A. Bloom (London: Oxford
University Press, 1968). References are to this edition. | would like to thank the following forreading earlier
drafts of this essayand offering valuable suggestions: Allyson Booth, Robin Bower, Rebecca Bushneil,
Stuart Curran, Christopher Flint, Elizabeth Gitter, Ellen Pollak, and John Richetti. EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY
FICTION, Volume 3, Number4,July 1991302 EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY FICTION from without by husband and
father."2 What studies of Evelina have notyetrevealed, however, is thatthere is also a subtext that undercuts
the patriarch and privileges Evelina's dead mother's authority. Surprising as it mayseem, the account ofthe
heroine author's searchforherparentalauthorsuggests thatidentity, title, and the power ofwriting all
descend through me maternalline. Inthe climactic recognitionscene, forinstance , when Evelina finally
meets the father who abandoned herand precipitated her mother's death, she gives himhermother's last
letter. Afterreading the text, he exclaims: "Oh my child, mychild!... Ohdearresemblance ofthymurdered
mother!...Oh...thourepresentative of mydeparted wife,speak to me inhername" (pp.385-86). Inpart, the
momentrepresents the culminationofEvelina's efforts to gain paternal legitimation, to have her father
describe heras "mychild." And yet,itis ultimately the dead motherwho signs the daughter's body
(stamping Evelina with herown physical features) and she who writes the letterthat defines kinship
relationships. The father mustacknowledge his familial history, but the mother's posthumous ability both to
name the daughterand enable the daughterto speakinhername eclipses his authorial power.lamnot
claiming that Evelinais aradicaltext, foreveryreference to female controlis balanced bya contradictory
positionand the work concludes by glorifying the patriarchy. Indeed, as Kristina Straub points out, the novel
is divided betweenits emphasis on "the autonomyoffemale consciousness" and its "deference to
masculine authority."3 Interms ofthe problemofauthorship, there is always atensioninthe work. Clearly,
Evelina appropriates hegemonic values, butitalso subverts these values inits representation of fe male
creativity. Itis usefulto begin byexamining Burney's stories about the family dynamics ofherownearly
writing career,4 for the conflicting representation of patriarchal authorityinthe novelalso surfaces in
Burney's accounts 2 Patricia Meyer Spacks, Imagining a Self: Autobiographyand Novelin Eighte e nth-Century
England (Cambodge: Harvard University Press, 1976), p. 179. 3 Kristina Straub, Divided Fictions: Fanny Bumey
and Feminine Strategy (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1987),p. 1.4 Ideliberatelyuse the word
"story" here.Bumey's autobiographicaldescriptions maybe based on"true" events, butshe develops a
narrative about her historythat has become legendaryamong those interested inherwork and bears
remarkable similarity to the storytold in Evelina. FEMALE AUTHORSHIP 303 of herrelationship with herauthor
father, Dr Charles Burney...
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