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Abstract

The relationship ofaristocratic women, the state, and the polityin late-eighte e nth-and early-ninete e nth-
century Great Britainhas beenthe subjectofseveralrecentworks, butscholars have paid less attention the
formidable oppositionthese womensometimes faced. Arevealing episode canbe found in the activities of
Sarah Sophia Villiers, fifth countess of Jersey (1785-186 7) during the infamous "Queen Caroline affair" of
1820-1821. Lady Jerseybecame the most prominentfemale supporterofQueen Caroline, King George IV's
estranged wife, but her partisan Whig politics made herthe objectofattack bythe loyalist or ministerial
press, particularly by John Bull, the mostsuccessfuland widelycirculated contemporaryloyalist newspaper.
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LadyJersey's behavior,including herlibelsuitagainst John Bull, in which she charged the newspaperwith
attacking herhonor,demonstrates the interactions ofgender, class, and party politics. The episode also
shows how political opponents manipulated the notion ofseparate spheres inaneffortto undermine the
legitimacyofaristocratic female political activities. This article thus advances scholars' understanding of
women's involvementin politics inlate-Georgian Great Britain,sheds new light onthe Queen Caroline affair,
raises questions about the meaning offemale honor,and places the conceptofseparate spheres into a
partisan political context.
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