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The Medieval European Stage, 500-1550. Edit e d by Willia m T yde ma n.  S e rie s : The atre  in Europe : A
Docume ntary His tory. Cambridg e : Cambridg e  Unive rs ity Pre s s , 20 0 1; pp. lxii + 720 . $140  cloth.

In an ide al world, we  would all have  re ady acce s s  to  archive s  and we  would all re ad G re e k, Latin, Old and
Middle  Eng lis h, We ls h, Old and Middle  Fre nch, Old Prove nçal, Old Hig h G e rman, Italian, Dutch, Old Fle mis h,
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and S panis h (to  name  a fe w of the  lang uag e s  ne ce s s ary to  the  docume ntary his tory of the  Europe an
Me die val s tag e ). Abs e nt that ide al, The  Medieval European Stage, 500-1550 o e rs  infinite ly more  than the  ne xt
be s t thing . In an impre s s ive  and voluminous  compe ndium of more  than 6 0 0  primary docume nts  s panning
s ome  thous and ye ars —all in e mine ntly re adable  Eng lis h trans lation—the  e ditors  te nde r a te xtual
cornucopia that re cre ate s  the  inte rre lations  of the atre , mime , mus ic, law, ritual, re lig ion, politics , folklore ,
and the  be aux-arts . From the  dis g race d scurrae of late  Antiquity, to  a fis tfig ht among  me die val Eng lis h cle rics ,
to  the  fore ns ic  fe ats  of Dutch Frederijkers, to  the  s pe cial e e cts  in a Majorcan de capitation s ce ne , to  nativity
plays  in S ie na, G e ne ral Editor William Tyde man and nine  As s ociate  Editors  have  publis he d a hands ome
volume  that de s e rve s  to  be  a mains tay in any the atre  library. Unfortunate ly, the  $140  price  tag  will be
financially prohibitive  to  mos t re ade rs ; s till, the  book will doubtle s s  s urface  on re s e rve  books  lis ts  in
unive rs ity librarie s  e ve rywhe re , as  we ll it s hould.

Tyde man's  cog e nt G e ne ral Introduction is  followe d by te n s e parate  Chapte rs  (A-J). "The  Inhe ritance ,"
e dite d by Nick Davis , lays  out thirty-e ig ht docume nts  re ve aling  s ome  of the  e arlie s t me die val te ns ions
be twe e n the atre  and Church. In "Latin Liturg ical Drama," e ditor Pe te r Me re dith re produce s  thirty-e ig ht
re pre s e ntative  te xts  de s cribing  the  the atrical and protothe atrical activitie s  of the  me die val Church. Lyne tte
Muir the n turns  in "Extra-liturg ical Latin and Early Ve rnacular Drama" to  nine ty s ource s  from all ove r Europe
that capture  the  his torical inte rplay be twe e n me die val Latin and ve rnacular dramatic  productions . In
"Eng land, Ire land, S cotland and Wale s ," Tyde man pre s e nts  s e ve nty-one  te xts  de vote d to  s uch the atrical
e ve nts  as  mumming , Corpus  Chris ti plays , and e ve n actors ' auditions . Ne xt, Muir turns  to  10 8 e xtant re cords
conce rning  the  pe rformance  of mys te ry plays , come die s , and proce s s ional s pe ctacle  in "France ." "The
G e rman-S pe aking  Are a" boas ts  forty-four varie d docume nts  compile d by John Tailby; while  "Italy," e dite d by
Michae l Ande rs on, compris e s  twe nty-e ig ht s ource s  rang ing  from the  [End P a g e  6 5 8 ] the atrical activitie s  of
conve nts  and monas te rie s  to  the  rich the atrical life  of Flore nce . Els a S trie tman and Lyne tte  Muir g uide  us
throug h "The  Low Countrie s " with s ixty-four intrig uing  e xce rpts  that re cons truct a vivid picture  of the  dive rs e
s pe ctacle s  of a re g ion that now include s  s uch countrie s  as  Be lg ium, the  Ne the rlands , and France . "The
Ibe rian Pe nins ula (including  Majorca)," e dite d by Louis e  Haywood, s upplie s  s e ve nty-four e xample s  of
inte ractions  be twe e n le arne d and folk productions  and Chris tian and s e cular traditions . Finally, Thomas
Pe ttitt and Le if S ønde rg aard pro e r "Traditions  of the  Pe ople : Cus toms  and Folk Drama," one  of the  mos t
inte re s ting  chapte rs  of the  volume  in that it re ve als  the  continuity of ritual activity acros s  Europe . In addition
to its  de taile d Table  of Conte nts , the  volume  contains  a lis t of all 6 33 docume nts . More ove r, the  e ditors  have
furnis he d a His torical Table  with a care ful chronolog y of all the  date s  from 39 5-16 0 9  that the y de e m of
the atrical s ig nificance . Re ade rs  may als o cons ult the  e s pe cially us e ful "G los s ary of Te chnical and
S pe cialis e d Te rms " to  find e ve rything  from antiphon to  plen an gwary to  puy to  remembranza to  sinnekens to
four drawing s  illus trating  liturg ical ve s tme nts .

For all its  me rits , this  re markable  volume  has  one  s ig nificant drawback which, while  not diminis hing  its  value
and utility, indicate s  none the le s s  that its  primary s ource s  mus t be  us e d with caution. The  e ditors  always
provide  the  bibliog raphic  information about the  s ource  from which the ir Eng lis h trans lations  have  be e n
take n. O e n, howe ve r, thos e  citations  re fe r us  not to  the  orig inal manus cript or the  e arlie r printe d s ource
but to  s ome one  e ls e  quoting  that manus cript (occas ionally twice  or thrice  re move d). For e xample , re ade rs
s e e king  to  cons ult the  o -cite d Latin te xt of Honorius  of Autun (whos e ...
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