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Life may be marginally easier in Vichy France thanin occupied Paris, but
Naziideology has insinuated itself into the ordinary quarrels and dust-ups
between Paul Tessier and the other kids in his town. Now, when children
splash each otherin the town fountain, run-of-the-mill name calling and
tattling turninto threats of denouncement, ugly verbiage doubtless
learned at home. Paul's fatheris imprisoned, his aunt arrives from Paris
with horrible tales of German cruelty, and his best friend, Henri Levy,
narrowly misses the roundup of Jews that snagged his parents and now
hides among wine barrels in a localvintner's cave. Jacques, a vineyard
worker, discovers Henri's hideout but assures Paulthe secret is safe
because Jacques is a member of the Resistance. So, infact, are several
locals, including some of Paul's own family, and togetherthey devise a
planto spirit Henriup to Paris, where it turns out his parents are in hiding.
T his graphic-noveltreatment of Nazipersecutionis more narrowly
focused thanthe sprawling family saga of Eric Heuvel's A Family Secret
(BCCB 1/10), and it's certainly in touch with t he peculiar tensions that the
Vichy regime meant forthe citizens of France during World War Il. It is not
entirely convincing, though: resistance members seem to confide in
outsiders (particularly children) rather indiscriminately, and the children's
clandestine staging of a bar mitzvah for Henriseems mawkishly
contrived. Character closeups dominate Purvis's tidily bordered frames,
and the constant parade of shifting facial expressions could seem like so
much mugging were it not forthe inclusion of pages from Paul's
sketchbookthat record criticalmoments and scenes and allow the
viewer to pause amid the action and reflect on how the image
documents the event. As Book One ends and Paul, his sister Sylvie, and
theirtraumatized little sister Marie are now up to theirears in complicity
with the Resistance, readers will likely be willing to brush aside any
implausibilities and take up the second installment of the drama. [End
Page 485]
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perpetually abortive romance; the would-be lovers prctically fez with frustrated
acloles cene deire as their areempts o just have a cuddle now and then are conrima -
ally thwarted by disgruntled relatives. The [Mum plot & more than a bit tired with
15 cliched mean ﬂhnnpmhlﬂwTa}lnhbeﬁenﬁ]ﬂufﬂunm
installmens, Hesders who ke ther mysteries Bricsh and ny-coversd will enjor
deuthing with a glt-edged detective their own age KC
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Claire wanted nothing more than a seccesshal pool parey and a chance to fin with
her crush Matthew for her swest smoteen, but her discovery that she is achually a
werewnlf changes her birthday consaderably. Suddenly, Claire finds the hunting of
warewolve a very pemonal marter indaxd, and her crash has become much maore
dangerous (Matthew's father is head of the broz against werewalves). Bomance,
werewol fhunts, family drama (her mather & also 3 werewalf, forced o keep this
aspoct of thei | e socret until Clairecame of age), and tranaformations aboaund as
Chiire tries to make sense of her altered workd. The protagonist is canchally devel -
oped: she isboth realistically cranky about her loss of 2 normal kfe and intrigued
and thoughrful sbout the new pomibilities affered. Thrilling scenes whare the
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