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Abstract

Howdo youfosterthe developmentoffoundationalresearchskills infirst-yearundergraduate music
students? This was the dilemma facing Vanderbilt University music librarians and faculty. Although first-ye ar
students take anintroductorysurveycourse in music literature intended to prepare themforthe more
demanding courses inthe music historyand literature core, theywere notacquiring the basic information-
literacyskills required to successfullycomplete researchpapers and assignments. Asolution to this
problemwas to implementafour-semesterintegrated music information-literacy programthatemphasized
libraryinstruction forfirst-year students. To promote the integralrole ofthe libraryinstudentlearning, the
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authorembedded herselfinall three sections ofthe initial surveycourse forfirst-year students. By
attending allclass meetings, teaching in-class information-literacysessions, and evaluating assignments,
students came to view the author as trusted partnerintheireducational process. The author details her
experiences as anembedded librarian, examining the benefits and challenges of providing instruction to
first-year students in this setting. The collaborative process between faculty and librarianindesigning the
information-literacycomponents is emphasized, and the tools used to evaluate studentprogress towards
desired music information-literacy outcomes is shared. Also discussed is the importance ofregular
assessmentofthe information-literacy program, a process thatresulted inrevisions thatimproved the

program.
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How do vou foster the development of foundational research skills in
fisiyear undergraduate music sndenis? This was the dilemma facing
Vanderbilt Universiy music librarians and Bouly, Our solution 1w this
problem was 1w implement a foursemester integrated music information-
lite racy program that emphasized library instruction for Rstvear si-
dents. To promate the integral role of the lilwary in student learning, |
embedded msell in all sections of the inital survey course for music st
denis. 1 will dewail my experiences as an embedded librarian, exsamining
the benefis and challenges of providing instruction to fissevear siudenis
in this setting. The collaborative process bemween faculy and librarian
in designing the information-literacy components will be emphasized,
and the waols used 10 evaluate smdent progress wowards desired music
information-literacy outcomes will be shared. 1 will also discuss the impor-
tance of regular assessment of the information-liveracy program, a
process that resulied in revisions tha improved our program for firsi-
vear sfdents.

DEVELOPING A “NEW" MODEL FOR INFORMATION LITERACY

When 1arrived at Vanderbilt in the summer of 2006, there was clearly
Bculy interest in information liveracy, but the re was no formal peogram.
Librarv insrruction wa largelv hit-ormis. Faculty members usually re-
quesied the dreaded one-shot sesion in which 1 would try 10 educne
their smdens abour barrowing policies, the online camlog, music data-
bases, reserves, etcetera, all in fifty minues | could not asume thar st
denis had been given any prior libvary instruction, so | had w cover the
basics each time. Some students were bored because they had heard the
same spiel three times; others were bewildered v iving o process all of
this informmation for the first time.
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multiplication of two vectors (vector) catalyzes the legislative determinant of the system

of linear equations.
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