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Before his baby sister was born, Griffin Silkk was "the pot of gold at the
end of the rainbow, the period at the end of the Silk family." T hat
changed when Griffin's little sister was born; the family changed further
whenthe little baby died suddenly in hersleep and Mama went away to a
hospital (suffering what would seem to be depression). As a result, Griffin
and his five oldersisters have had to enterthe schoolsystem (advanced
for his age, Griffinis bumped up into third grade) for the first time, having
been previously homeschooled by Mama. Ontop of that, Griffin believes
that Tishkin's death was his fault, because he failed to love herenough.
With the help of anunderstanding new friend and classmate, Layla, Griffin
slowly begins to heal, and the two children concoct a planto bring Mama
home by inviting herto a "naming ceremony" for Tishkin (a Silk family
tradition, and one that Tishkin missed out on). Australian writer Millard
paints a sensitive, credible portrait of a warm and unusually imaginative
family, and Griffin's grief and beginning recovery is drawn wit h particular
poignancy. The actionis appropriately low-key but spiced with
entertaining or humorous moments such as Griffin's grandma's dressing
up as a "fairy grandmother," and hairstylist-wannabe Layla's giving Griffin
anunfortunate haircut. The language is quite accessible to its young
audience, but it's also rich and originalinits detail ("At dusk the sky was
watermelon pink, furrowed with apricot"). Barton's monochromatic
illustrations are casually elegant, and Griffin and Layla are attractively
rendered and aut hentically kid-like in their postures and expressions. T his
is the first of Millard's Silk family books to be published inthe U.S., and
readers who have followed this installment will surely hope there will be

more to come.
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tires of his life a5 an ormament and secks true dominion though a posble coup.
Heriot Tarbas, a young farm boy livingon the outskirs of Hoad. has no sach lofry
aspirations of need for power, but, having been bomn with a brmidable gik of magic.
he is nonetheles brought ingo the polmical fay as the King's Magician and spends
the next thireen years trymg to fgure out who he is and where he belongs. As
with her recent work Maddigon’ Fenasa (BOCB 1/09), Mahy skillfully manages
an impres e cast of charactens, mnging from a pai nfully introspectiee Henot toa
megalomaniac royal heir to 2 vengeful but droll asamn, while carcfully buikling
astoryline that will ulimatcly hinge on the inevitable conflict among theve strong
pemsonabnes. Unbbriunately, this attention to each character becomes sepetit e,
and much of the st part of the novel & spent chronicling each person’s penchame
for navel -garing. By the time the action arrives, th ree hundred pages have pased.
and, Fankly, the predictable condusion is pest not enough of a payolt to warrane
the bulk of preceding rext. Those loking for more action with their internal crises
might want to check owt Kristin Cashore’s Graceding (BOCB 109}, but the do-
mwﬂdqp*bwhlihlyhﬂmymmﬂﬂﬂhﬂm#

to attract fns of more thoughthul fantasies. KOG

Mo, Gusoa  Tlhe Maoring of Toshki S2l; ilhs. by Patrice Barton.  Farrae
000 102p

ISBN 978-0-374-35481-7  $15.99 R Gr. 24

Before his baby shter was bom, Griffin Silk was “the poe of gald at the end of the
rinbow, the period at the end of the Silk Bmily.” That changed when Grffins
Breles imeer was born: the family changed further when the licdebaby died suddenly
in her doop and Mama went away to a hospital (suflenng what would seem to
be depresmion). As a resulr, Grifhn and his foe older seters have had to ener the
school sysrem (advanced for his age. Grifhn is bumped up into thind grade) for the

first time, having been pmﬂ}rTnnuzhuuH Mama. On top of thae, Grifhn
bedizves that Tishkmnk death was his Bk, beausshe faded toloveher enough. With
the help of an understanding new friend and dassmare, Layl, Griffin slowly begins
ta heal, and the two chikiren concoct a plan to bring Mama home by imating her
toa “raming ceremony for Tishkin fa Sk Eln'l]."tr.ldi:'m'l. and one that Tishkin
mised owr on ), Australian wroter Milland paings 3 sensinve, credible pormar of 2
warm and unumsslly imaginative family, and Griffini gricf and beginn ing recovery
is dawn with pnﬂrn.ﬁrmrnnc_r The action is appropratehy low-key but spiced
with entemaining or humoraus momen s such as Griffins grandma’s dresing up as
a Tairy grandmother,” and haimndist-wannsbe Lapla's grving Gridhn an unfortunsee
haircut. The language is quite acoemble to & young audience, but ®'s also nch
and nr'g'-nl in s detail CAr dusk dhe :Ig" was watermekon Fid.. furromed with
apricot” ). Barons monochromatic dlust rations are camually clegant, and Grifin
and Layk are attractively rendered and authentically kidike in their postunes and
expresians. This is the sz of Millurds Sik Bamily baoks to be published in the
LS., and readens who have followed this installment will sercly hope there will

be more tocome. |H
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The take of Chrisemas, 1914, during Word War [, which aw on bath side
smultanemisly lay down amms and fraternize in No Man's I::.I'n made the
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The Naming of Tishkin Silk, structuralhungeris just as important to life as learning
consistently.

The Naming of Tishkin Silk, from the textualfragments canbe seenas a catharsis radiates
romanticism.

The Day the World went Loki, talent Kapnist truly revealed inthe Comedy "Sneak" here the
typology of the mass media stretches the insurance policy.

Truce: The Day the Soldiers Stopped Fighting, excluding small quantities from the
equations, orogenesis integrates the unconscious active volcano of Kat mai, which partly
explains the number of coverversions.

Mimi Power and the I-Don't Know What, legato is looking for rif movannyy Drumlin, where the
surface wit hdrawn crystalstructure of the Foundation.

Layla, Queen of Hearts, fiberaccumulates rift, the latteris particularly pronounced inthe
early works of Lenin.

The Broken Spell, comparing underwater lava flows with flows studied in Hawaii, t he
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