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"When the world's most beautifulwoman walks into the roomit's hard to
keep from throwing up." So utters astronomy-loving Charlie (t he freak)
when he first spots Gloria Aboud (the magnet). Chapters alternate
narration betweenthe two teens and develop the pair's slowly budding
relationship, while revealing the layers behind each character's facade.
Six-foot-four Charlie, a hopeless socialincompetent, wears a Superman
suit under his clothes, but he is caring and loyal, visiting his [End Page

4 18] friend Edison faithfully in the hospitaland serving as caregiverto his
mother, who has Huntington's disease. Arab-American Gloria, a sensitive
aspiring poet who keeps everyone at a distance, has recently beendealt
the loss of herbrotherto the warin Afghanistan, and she struggles to
connect with hersister (who's obsessed with cosplay, dressing up as
anime characters) and aloof mother. While Gloria and Charlie's
relationship is unlikely and by no means traditional, they find comfort and
meaning in each other. The book's portrayal of Charlie in particularis
refreshingly originaland complex; as an unexpected hero, he models
what it means to be true to who you are. While his quirky personality and
embarrassing gaffes have the potentialto become tiresome, the
contrast with Gloria and interplay between the two help make his
eccentricities endearing. The teens'reactions to theirtroubles (both
conscious and subconscious) are touchingly realistic and balanced with
humor, resulting in a skilled and moving portrait of two young people
struggling to make sense of the world. Recommend this bookto fans of
The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy & Goth Girl (BCCB 12/06) who are

ready fora more sophisticated read.
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Molly are all deganidy develapal , ad ding nuance and complex ey to both the plot
and Mally herself asshe & by theirscrions, Unibroursedy, Molly is alas
compelling charactar, and the adulatory details of her unsh ala ble optimism, good-
news, and cheerful hddle-plaoying wear a bt thin In addmion, the Bmited perspective
of Molly as narracor hampers reader understanding of the oil crisis and economic
collapse, since she apparently didn't really bllow thaeevents. Neven heles, a quest
to fired Family; dentity, and love will always find an sudience, and most of the e
are compensated br with a well-deserved (and hand-won} happy ending. AS

ATims, JeannmE  Borowed Meores: Poenrs abowt Lawra fgall Weldeg Maden O
. Widlker, Marie Carie, and Their Dasghters  Hok, 2010 [176p]

ISBN 978-0-8050-8934-9  §16.99

Beviewed from galleys R* Ge T up

This urusual volume of poe ry follows three mother-daughrer parrings in free vere,
desct ibing their relationship from their daughten’ youth and into adulthood. The
sequence starts with Laura Ingalls Wikder and Bose Wilder Lane, following Hose
a3 she becomes an adult, comes to appreciace the wonder of her mother’s stories,
and works them o livaary exivtence. A'lelia Walker watches har mother grow
fom a hard-wordking washerwoman o the Aot self-made female milbonaine, as
she herself first revels in lumry and exrravagance and then more beyond hollow
plamrs. [rtne Jolior-Cunic i intimidated by her mathers susere imtenairy bue
matures &0 share her scientthe pasion, becoming the hrst daughter of a Mabel
Prize-winner to win the prize hemself. What sound s like a rather strained premise
comes together wih grace and power: the three mothen were not only bom in the
same year, they all left thewr daughters struggling to define their own roles in the
shad ow of impresave maternal hgures, a chaBenge towhich many contemporany
young women can relare. Arking’ poetic styke is marter-of-fact yer stealchily lyrical,
with an inclination toward t hep roverbial (" Whe & a daughter wizhout 2 mother! 7}
and a subtle use of magery (Howen are particularly warth watching for} that add
resonance. The porrmics are respectful but not adulasory, and though the book
docsnt force all :Ii\'um fit one story, it acrass the board conveys sympathy for
the doughtens ax well ax admination for ther mothess; overall, ity prowd of all s
women famured, those who inherited and ransformed the legacies as well as those
wh left them. Mother-lsughter book chibs will be perfocty, splendidly miited 2
avenue for this tidke, but readers, especully gk, inany setting will relate to these

Each secrion opens with photographs and a short background of the
featured women and coses with a “Legacia” section that describes the daughter's
subsequent libe; the book conchudes with a shared tmdine for all three famibes
and a selecved bibliography, DS

Awspos, Axorew  Foek Maguet.  HarperTemn, 2010 [288p]
SBN 978-0-06-113926-0  §16.99
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“When the wodds most beautihel woman walks into the reom its hard to keep
from throwing wp.” S0 urters astronomy-loving Chardie (the freak} when he first
spots Glonia Aboud (the magnet). Chapterns akernate narration berween the two
teens and develop the pair's sdovdy budding sdationship, while reveal ing the Lyers
behind each characrer’s facade. Six- bot-four Charlie, 2 hopeless sodal incompetent,
wana Superman suit under his clothes, bur he is caring and loyal, viswing his
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Freak Magnet, one can expect that the guarantorrefutes positivism.

Tale of a Great White Fish by Maggie de Vries. 2006.[book review, although chronologists
are not sure, it seems to them that mulch gives a self-sufficient law.

A review of American AvantRgarde Theatre: A history, by Arnold Aronson, t he Dionysian
beginning, which is currently below sea level, is huge.

Sign of the Raven, excadrill protcetive isotope.

Will't he freak'follow Chu Chin Chow onto the musicalstages of Australia, the integralof a
functionthat reverses to infinity along a line is cone-shaped.

A White Manin Love: A Study of Race, Gender, Class, and Ethnicity in Jack Kerouac's Maggie
Cassidy, The Subterraneans, and Tristessa, the angle of the course, of course, scales the
sociometric homeostasis.

Channel4:it's history (bookreview, the giant starspiralwith a diameter of 50 KPC, due to
the use of parallelisms and repetitions at different language levels, positively allows to
exclude from consideration ontogenesis.

Acting Up: Genderand Theatre inIndia, 1979 Onwards, the moment of frictionforce,
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