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Abstract
Descrip tions of and rationales for the division of resp onsibility for elderly
p arents by 50 sister-brother dyads in sibling group s that included only one

sister were analyzed qualitatively to exp lore why p rovision of services is a
gendered activity or at the very least ap p ears to be. Three interrelated
factors were identified: (a) Family members adop ted cultural assump tions
about what constituted gender-ap p rop riate behavior; (b) the lone sister
typ ically was “in charge” of service p rovision; (c) brothers' actual
contributions tended to be considered unimp ortant by both sisters and
brothers. The gender comp osition of the sibling group is suggested to be an
imp ortant context within which the meanings of gender and p arent care are
negotiated.
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