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Abstract:

This book provides a critical insight into the limits of the contemporary system for conflict management and prevention. The

author investigates the reasons why the wide-ranging efforts to forestall violence in Rwanda in 1994 failed. He traces the individual

and collective impact of official and unofficial mediation efforts, peace-keeping missions and humanitarian aid. He presents

theoretical and empirical evidence to demonstrate that the failure of the peace process was due to a combination of factors. He

cites the lack of connection among the various attempts at conflict resolution; the intransigence of the warring parties; the lack of

coherent strategy for managing spoilers in the peace process; and weak international support. The author concludes by arguing for

reform of the international conflict management system.
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