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Carrying  out that line  of thinking , we  mig ht be  able  to  s e e  in an appos ite  ps ychoanalytic  protocol for
the  s ubje cts  of "race " . . . an e ntire ly ne w re pe rtoire  of inquiry into  human re lations .—Horte ns e  J.
S pille rs , "'All the  Thing s  You Could Be  by Now, If S ig mund Fre ud's  Wife  Was  Your Mothe r':
Ps ychoanalys is  and Race "

Ne arly a ce ntury ag o—back in the  old mille nnium—W. E. B. DuBois  o e re d a de s cription of Ame rican s ocial
life  whos e  powe r to  s tartle  re mains , to  a re markable  de g re e , undiminis he d. We  jade d mode rns  will of
cours e  come  by our s e ns e  of re ve lation di e re ntly from the  late  Victorians  to  whom The Souls of Black Folk was
firs t introduce d, but this , too, is  part of the  work's  fas cination. For today it is  le s s  the  bravado of DuBois 's
book that is  apt to  take  us  aback, le s s  its  c le ar-s ig hte d de molition of Victorian racial proprie ty, than the
s he e r idios yncras y of its  dis curs ive  cons truction—or pe rhaps  we  s hould s ay, of the  me thodolog y that
cons truction e mbodie s . We  mig ht be  particularly s tartle d, for ins tance , by the  de xte rity with which DuBois
manag e d, in 19 0 3, to  hold tog e the r analytic  impe rative s  that, in the  pre s e nt mome nt, appe ar at be s t ill
matche d, o e n irre concilable , and s ome time s  mutually hos tile . In its  mos t bas ic  te rms , Soulsis  a his tory
le s s on: it s pe aks  up ag ains t thos e  his torie s  of Re cons truction that would forg e t that the  bre ach be twe e n
the  Ame rican North and S outh was  he ale d not le as t throug h the  s te ady re vocation from African Ame ricans  of
virtually all the  rig hts  and opportunitie s  that e mancipation had promis e d. In this  re g is te r the  book has
primarily to  do with the  s low unfolding , in a varie ty of ins titutions , of a g re at national be trayal, the  is s ue  of
which was  a ne w but e qually dire  e conomy of s ubs e rvie nce  and racial e xploitation. But what make s  Souls
truly s ing ular—what dis ting uis he s  it s o  s harply from DuBois 's  [End P a g e  1] landmark 19 35 book of
his toriog raphy, Black Reconstruction in America—is  an atte ntive ne s s  to  routiniz e d ine quality and pe rvas ive
te rror that focus e s  not s ole ly on the  ins titutions  in which the y flouris he d but als o  on the ir mos t fine ly
wroug ht, s ubtle , inward manife s tations . Contras ting  his  me thods  to  thos e  of the  "cold s tatis tic ian" and the
"car-window s ociolog is t," DuBois  pre s e nts  an impas s ione d, o e n s urpas s ing ly lyrical account of the  trauma
of race  in Ame rica, an account whos e  rhe torical fig ure s  cle arly me an to  adumbrate  the  e xpe rie nce  of
s ubordination in a way that nume rical fig ure s  cannot. The  ope ning  s e nte nce  of chapte r 12 frame s  the  matte r
s uccinctly: "This  is  the  his tory of a human he art."  We  mig ht s ay, the n, that what DuBois  provide s  in Souls is  a
s tag g e ring ly intricate  account of the  intimate  life  of race —or, in the  racie r parlance  of today's  critic is m, of
the  intimate  life  of powe r.

To s ay as  much is  to  imply a varie ty of critical a initie s , not all of the m commons e ns ical. That DuBois
addre s s e s  hims e lf to  the  nuance s  of powe r is  uncontrove rs ial; his  s e ve n de cade s  as  a le ading  civil rig hts
activis t would s e e m to corroborate  it. But intimate  life ?  Would this  not s ug g e s t that DuBois 's  work s ome how
s ituate s  on both s ide s  of the  s till-wide ning  ri  be twe e n what we  te nd to  call, for s hort, his toricis t and
ps ychoanalytic  pe rs pe ctive s ?  What s e ns e  can it make  to  talk about the  pos s ibly ps ychoanalytic  a initie s  of
a practice d his torian and traine d s ociolog is t?  It is  no doubt true  that s uch que s tions , with the ir air of
incre dulity, invite  us  to  mis re me mbe r or s imply to  ig nore  the  s ig nificant fact that in 19 0 3 DuBois 's
inte lle ctual conte mporarie s  include d William Jame s , He nry Jame s , and, only s lig htly more  e s ote rically,
S ig mund Fre ud—all write rs  dis ting uis he d by the ir e orts  to  find a lite rary or philos ophical or e ve n s cie ntific
lang uag e  ade quate  both to  the  prote an richne s s  of the  inne r the ate r and to  the  maz y circuitry by which it
communicate s  [End P a g e  2 ] to  the  varie d obje cts  of the  world.  Colle ctive ly, the s e  conte mporarie s  of
DuBois  took for g rante d what Marjorie  G arbe r aptly de s cribe s  as  the  "mutual e mbe dde dne s s  of his toricis m
and ps ychoanalys is ." 
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