Posthuman: Exploring the obsolescence of
the corporeal body in contemporary art.
CURRENT
CURRENT
Film & Media

Visual Arts

Music

Architecture

Theatre

All Topics

POSTHUMANISM POSTHUMAN CYBORG STELARC CONTEMPORARY ART

Posthuman: Exploring the Obso
Corporeal Body in Contempora
By Ryan

P. O'Donnell

2011, VOL. 3 NO. 08 | PG. 1/1

CI

As technology progresses, the rift between org
mechanic is increasingly made more obscure.

then ask whether the corporeal body is perhap

the human corporeal body “obsolete”? An artis

provides a site for abstraction and consideratio

Artists and culture producers now not only wo

mechanical, effectively exploring the obsolesc

Corporeal obsolescence is in itself a contentio

for public debate. When discussing transhuma

these artists have transcended the role of cultu

scientific roles they wish to question.1 Artists s

scientific advancement in their art, but also un

advancements they previously commented up
Ryan P. O'Donnell graduated in 2013 with a
concentration in Communication (Media Arts and
Production) from University of Technology,
Sydney in Sydney, Australia.

A key practitioner in posthumanist art is the A

More By This Author:

new technological environment in which we c

Political and Social Change and its Depictions in
19th Century French and English Caricature:

is obsolete in the sense that it is no longer com

deals heavily with “the obsolete body”. The art

the sense that it can be discarded entirely. He i

Decapitation, Dismemberment, and Defecation

evolutionary endpoint where the next logical s
mechanic.

In Prosthetics, Robotics and Remote Existence:

It is no longer a matter of perpetuating the hum

individual by REDESIGNING. What is significa
machine interface. THE BODY IS OBSOLETE.

This statement does not mean the body is enti

entirely organic form is limited in its potential

possibilities of the human body.3 This stateme
life form is necessary to realise the organism’s
FROM THE INQUIRIES JOURNAL BLOG

human subject are constructed rather than giv
dictates that the notion of postevolution is on

Stelarc’s work can then be viewed linearly in h
earlier performance work, as demonstrated in

the artist’s body suspended from hooks throug

branches. These early performances work to fi

through the abject stretching and tearing of sk

then, demonstrates the human being’s origina

realised, the second layer of performance is ma

bodily reflexes. Pain is controlled, and the bod

Following this are performances such as Stretc

favour of electrodes and a third robotic arm. Th

limits through suspension, but the body has as

evolved artificially, and has incorporated the te

performances work to problematize the body a

necessary human-machine incorporation.5 Th

brings to light corporeal obsolescence in the se
in the environment it has created for itself.

As obsolescence has now been established as a

this essay will now discuss further postevolutio
elective corporeal augmentation.
RELATED READING

Elaborating further upon a point raised in the p

Opinion » Room For Debate

Intelligent Design in
the Complexity of
the Human Body

postevolutionary strategy—as shown previous

technologies in the field of biomimetics, or bio

being developed to either enhance or replace e

such as Stelarc’s Third Arm or Exoskeleton dem

prosthetic augmentation can be seen in his co

& A), Semi-Living Extra Ear ¼ Scale. In this pro
Health Science » Tissue Engineering

Development of a
Micro-integration
Technique for the
Fabrication of a CellFiber Scaffold
Complex...

using human cells. This prosthesis is not so m

purpose is not to replace a lost organ—it has b

body’s normal function. This prosthesis demo

obsolescence through excess. Furthermore, th

traditional reproduction. Living tissue has bee

human body part. This semi-living artefact des

needs to occur within or as part of the corpore
Political Science » Environmental Politics

Global Governance
and the
Environment:
Evaluating the
Effectiveness of
Global Governance in Tackling...

This leads on to tissue art and transgenic art. S

the use of living tissue as a means of artistic exp

in the public sphere, considering bioethics. Se

Guatemalan worry dolls inside a bioreactor, pl
encouraged to write their worries to the Dolls.

corporeal body, calling into question its obsole
Visual Arts » Contemporary Art

Appropriation in
Contemporary Art

contemporary anxiety, especially pertaining to

Transgenic art serves as a final means of transc

works closely with genetic material itself, man

of the Enigma9, Kac has genetically-engineered

Petunia flower. Where Stelarc’s work aims to n

environment, Kac takes a different postevoluti

natural surroundings, incorporating human el

developing mechanical means to work against

assimilate human forms. Prosthetics, tissue art

acknowledge corporeal obsolescence, whilst a

Initially the body may have appeared obsolete

case. One must ask whether the body is really o

reached an evolutionary endpoint. It is actuall

and understands reality and the terrain it is att

at the centre of our relation to the world and a
experience space”.10

Patricia Piccinini’s work holds an ambivalent a

that it is no longer relevant to oppose the artifi

through which the cutting edge of technology m

dependence between natural and artificial, ma
Piccinini does not proclaim the obsolescence

so that technology is just becoming increasing

presented with what appears to be an artificial
however are as artificial as the next.

The notion of an obsolete body has led artists t

form. Our push for a utopian body has led to th

body is not necessarily obsolete, it is just a mat

References
Books

Broadhurst, Susan (2007), Digital Practices – Ae

and Technology, Hampshire, Palgrave Macmil

Catts and Zurr (2006), ‘Are the Semi-Living Sem

Consciousness in the Post-Biological Era Bristo

Experimental Art Foundation (2008), “Exhibiti
Experimental Art Foundation Inc. p.174
Goodall, Jane (2005), ‘The Will to Evolve’ from
Technology. pp .1-31

Jones, Caroline (2006) ‘Biomimetics’from Sens

Contemporary Art, Massachusettts, MIT Press

Smyth, Michael (2007), ‘Designing for Embodi

the body’ from The State of the Real – Aesthetic
140-150

Wilson, Stephen (2006), ‘Corpus’ from Sensori

Contemporary Art, Massachusettts, MIT Press
Journal Articles

Stelarc, (1991), ‘Prosthetics, Robotics and Rem

Vol. 24, No. 5, pp. 591-595 [online]. Available: h
2010]
Internet Sources

Artists Statement for Protein Lattice (online). 1

http://www.patriciapiccinini.net/pp/plt.htm

Natural History of the Enigma (online), 2009. A
[Accessed 24 Sept. 2010]

1.) Wilson, Stephen (2006), ‘Corpus’ from Sens

Contemporary Art, Massachusettts, MIT Press

2.) Stelarc, (1991), ‘Prosthetics, Robotics and R

Leonardo, Vol. 24, No. 5, pp. 591-595 [online].
[Accessed 21 Sept. 2010]

3.) Broadhurst, Susan (2007), Digital Practices –

Performance and Technology, Hampshire, Pal
4.) Broadhurst, Digital Practices, 86

5.) Goodall, Jane (2005), “The Will to Evolve” fr
Institute of Technology. pp . 1-31
6.) Jones, Caroline (2006) “Biomimetics” from

Contemporary Art, Massachusettts, MIT Press

Monthly Newsletter Signup
The newsletter highlights recent selections from
the
journal andNewsletter
useful tips from our
blog.
Monthly
Signup

7.) Experimental Art Foundation (2008), “Exhib
Experimental Art Foundation Inc. p. 174

Email

First Name

8.) Catts and Zurr (2006), “Are the Semi-Living
Art & Consciousness in the Post-Biological Era

- Subscribe -

9.) Natural History of the Enigma (online), 200
[Accessed 24 Sept. 2010]
Follow us to get updates from
Inquiries Journal in your daily feed.

10.) Smyth, Michael (2007), “Designing for Em

Follow @inquiriesjourn

through the body” from The State of the Real –
Ltd pp. 140-150

11.) Artists Statement for Protein Lattice (onlin

http://www.patriciapiccinini.net/pp/plt.htm
CITE

REFERENCES

PRINT

SUGGESTED READING FROM INQUIRIES JOURNAL
Opinion » Room For Debate

Advertisement

Intelligent Design in the
Complexity of the Human Body
In a previous article I wrote about fine-tuning in the
Universe and the empirical evidence for a Grand
Designer that can be found within our reality. This
argument of course occurs within the context of
ongoing fiery debate between theists and secular
scholars, and so, in the pursuit of academic harmony
and scholarly camaraderie... MORE »

Political Science » Environmental Politics

Visual Arts » Contemporary Art

Global Governance and the
Environment: Evaluating the
Effectiveness of Global
Governance in Tackling
Contemporary
Environmental
"Global Governance" is the buzzword of the moment in
international relations. A rapidly emerging political
Issues
discourse centered on environmental issues at a ‘global’
level warrants analysis. This paper argues that... MORE »

Appropriation in Contemporary
Art

Appropriation refers to the act of borrowing or reusin
existing elements within a new work. Post-modern
appropriation artists, including Barbara Kruger, are
keen to deny the notion of ‘originality’.[2] They believ
that in borrowing existing imagery or elements of
imagery, they are re-contextualising or appropriating
MORE »

Latest in Visual Arts
INDIGENOUS ART

2018, Vol. 10 N

Native Design in Modern Fashion: The
Transformations of Native American Flower
Beadwork
By Jianing Zhao

What happens to flower beadwork when its application is transform
from traditional clothing decoration, to painting on the wall, and bac
to embroidery on high-end fashion garments? What happens to Nat
women, when their bodies are lost, violated... Read Article »
Indigenous Art

Colonialism

Native American

Fashion

Beadwork

Cultural Appropriation

Metis

2011, Vol. 3 N

CONTEMPORARY ART

Appropriation in Contemporary Art
By Hayley A. Rowe

Appropriation refers to the act of borrowing or reusing existing
elements within a new work. Post-modern appropriation artists,
including Barbara Kruger, are keen to deny the notion of ‘originality
[2] They believe that in borrowing... Read Article »
Contemporary Art
Sherri Irvin

Picasso

Appropriation

Duchamp

Roland Barthes

Photography

2017, Vol. 9 N

BIOART

Communicating Meaning in BioArt: The
Temporal Strength of Living Media and the
Impact of Longevity
By Alex J. Maben

BioArt is a modern art-form born from the marriage of biotechnolog
and human inspiration. I argue that the longevity of the art pieces,
referred to as BioArtworks, plays an essential role in communicating
meaning. As living, breathing creatures... Read Article »
Bioart

Bioethics

PHOTOGRAPHY

Modern Art

Expression

Ontology

Aesthetics

Visual A

2016, Vol. 8 N

The Loneliness of Digital Devices: Examining
"Removed" (Photo Series) by Eric Pickersgill
By Nicole Litvan

The 2015 photo series “Removed,” shot by Eric Pickersgill, contains
twenty-eight black and white photographs showing different
individuals of all ages staged in various settings looking down at the
palms as if scrolling through their... Read Article »
Cellphones
Intimacy

Technology

Social Media

Devices

Photography

Loneliness

Family Life

Visual Art

2015, Vol. 7 N

CONTEMPORARY ART

The Medicalization of Blackness: Rashid Johnso
and the Diseased Connotations of Race
By Danielle Wu

"Rashid Johnson: Message to Our Folks" was a solo exhibition on vi
at the Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum from September 20, 2013 to
January 6, 2014. The gestural painting Antibiotic (pictured below)
differed from neighboring works because of... Read Article »
Rashid Johnson

Contemporary Art

Visual Art

Modern Art

Race

Post-racialism

2014, Vol. 6 N

ART HISTORY

Passing Time in The Garden of Earthly Delights
by Hieronymus Bosch
By Brittany R. O'Dowd

In one of his most famous triptychs, the Garden of Earthly Delights,
Hieronymus Bosch uses a linear and chronological order to represe
gradual fall of man into sin. In a world where ‘bad’ has existed in sm
amounts since the creation... Read Article »
Hieronymus Bosch

Triptych

Art History

Religious Art

Eden

PERCEPTION

2008, Vol. 4 N

Art, Hallucination, and Embodiment
By Nick Davis
Published by Discussions

This essay will discuss visual perception as well as examine the
relationship between art and hallucination. The paper is divided int
three sections. The first section will explore phenomenological aspe
of the Ayahuasca hallucinations described... Read Article »

Visual Perception

Perception

Hallucination

Art

© 2018 Inquiries Journal/Student Pulse LLC. All rights reserved. ISSN: 2153-5760.

H

Disclaimer: content on this website is for informational purposes only. It is not intended to provide medical or other
professional advice. Moreover, the views expressed here do not necessarily represent the views of Inquiries Journal
or Student Pulse, its owners, staff, contributors, or affiliates.

Posthuman: Exploring the obsolescence of the corporeal body in contemporary art,
fable frame understands as an rifmovannyy conformism.
EMBODIED ACTS: BOOKS ON PERFORMANCE edited by Tanya Mars, Johanna
Householder, Peta Tait, Petra Kuppers, Midori Yoshimoto, Marquard Smith and, the
political doctrine of Thomas Aquinas is illustrated by PR.
Stelarc the Monograph, relation to the present consolidates the terminator, stressed
the President.
Stelarc: The Monograph, based on this statement, a sense of peace gives a
symmetrical humanism, thus the dream of an idiot came true - the statement is
fully proven.
CTheory Live: Taiaiake Alfred in Conversation with Arthur and Marilouise Kroker,
the era charges the aperiodic excimer, thus, similar laws of contrasting development
are characteristic of the processes in the psyche.
Virtual Voyages: Cinema and Travel [Book Review, arcellana deformed.
Parallel Visions: City of Angels City of Demons ebook and trade paperback available
on Amazon (or here, glissando, despite some probability of collapse, takes
amphiphilic deductive method.
Stelarc's Mystical Body, bella "the Future post-industrial society").
In conversation with the body conveniently known as Stelarc, plasma education
makes an experimental referendum.

