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Deeply conversant  in t he full range of  quest ions and int erpret at ions of
t he let t er, Jewet t 's comment ary explores t he crucial and cont rovert ed
passages t hat  have always animat ed st udies of  Romans. Jewet t  also
incorporat es t he excit ing new insight s from archaeology of  t he cit y of
Rome, social hist ory of  early Christ ianit y, social-scient if ic work on early
Christ ianit y, and t he int erpret at ion and recept ion of  Paul's let t er t hrough
t he ages.

Breaking free from abst ract  approaches t hat  defend t radit ional
t heologies, Jewet t  shows t hat  t he ent ire let t er aims t o elicit  support  for
Paul's fort hcoming mission t o t he "barbarians" in Spain. His work
specifically focuses on Paul's missionary plans and how t hey f igure in t he
let t er, on Paul's crit ical and const ruct ive t ack wit h t he Roman communit y,
and finally and especially on how Paul's let t er reframes t he ent ire syst em
of honor and shame as it  informed life in t he Roman Empire at  t he t ime.
The lat t er remains a pert inent  message t oday. The f irst  comment ary t o
int erpret  Romans wit hin t he imperial cont ext  as well as in t he light  of  t he
sit uat ion in Spain, t his landmark comment ary, t went y-five years in t he
making, will set  t he st andard for int erpret at ion of  Romans for t he next
generat ion.
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