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Abstract
The strengths p ersp ective in social work p ractice continues to develop
concep tually. The strengths-based ap p roach to case management with
p eop le with severe mental illness is well established. More recently, there
have been develop ments in strengths-based p ractice with other client
group s and the emergence of strengths orientations in work with
communities. To augment these develop ments, converging lines of thinking,
research, and p ractice in areas such as develop mental resilience, healing
and wellness, and constructionist narrative and story have p rovided
interesting sup p orts and challenges to the strengths p ersp ective. This
article reviews some current thinking and research about using a strengths
orientation and assesses concep tual endorsements and criticisms of the
strengths p ersp ective.
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