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Abstract

This essayfocuses on The Yearsand Between the Actsand argues that Virginia Woolf’s late style canbe
understoodinpartas aresponse toasense ofhistoricalimpasse and to the repetitionofwaritselfthat
brackets herwriting life. The essayworks indetail with the signalfeatures of Woolf’s late style: aninterestin
cliché and repetitiononavarietyoflevels, afascination with platitudes and outworn formulae, and an
apparentdeterminationto marthe rhythms ofhersentences.
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Things repaat themeselves € ssems. Actures and voices am
the smme nday as they weme 2,000 years ago.
=\irging Woolf, Thiee Guineas

The human mce seems to repeat iteF inosuferm bhy.
=\irginia Woolf, Le fers Vol &

e gal e marks somawhamn that all the great events and char-
acters of word d history ocoun, 20 o speak, twice. He brgot o
adhd: tha frst time 63 tré Qi dy, thi sedond a8 farae.,

—arl Marx, “Tha Eight@anth Brumaiee of Lous Boraparte”

Them isa moment in Virginia WoolPs To the Lightho use, noted
by many who have written on the novel, whan Mrs. Ramsay, lost in
private musings, finds hersef unpeasantly recalied to a more ordi-
nary, mone pubbic mode of expression Ironically, the rivthms and
wvaguely articubated meaningsof har own theughts partly pecipitate
her betrayal, She "attaches hersel|f™ to a phase, “which had been
bing in her mind®; other phrases, each ks idosyncmtic than its
predecesmr, folibw:
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