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Abstract

Inthis article linvestigate what are thought to be generational differences within contemporary American

fe minism. l ide ntify three dominantapproaches to understanding “third wave” fe minism: cohort-based, age-
based, and theory-based, and thenanalyze empirical data to discernthe extentofdifference withinand
across “waves” of American fe minism, using each ofthese approaches. Drawing froma combinationof
qualitative and quantitative data, | argue that third wave fe minism might be betterunderstood as anidentity,
ratherthanadistincttheoretical perspective,age group,orcohort. Myfindings suggestthat fe minists ofall
ages share manyimportantaspects oftheirgenderand politicalideologies. Moreover, my analysis of “third
wave” feminist texts and those “second wave” texts that directlyspeak to generational differences reveals
that,in manycases, feminist scholarship itselfreproduces the verydifferences itaims to understand. To the
extent that fe minist scholarship has failed to questionadequatelydominant portrayals of “other” fe minist
generations, and has failed to recognize the diversityofpeople and perspectives withinall fe minist
generations, feministscholarship has, ineffect, reified distinct, static waves of fe minism.
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Re-presenting Feminisms: Past, Present, and Future
CATHERINE HARNOIS

In this article | investigate what are thought to be generational differ-
ences within contemporary American feminizsm. I identify three domi-
nant approaches to understanding “third wave” feminism: cohort-based,
age-based, and theary-based, and then analyze empirical data to discern
the extent of difference within and across “waves” of American femi-
nism, using each of these appmoaches. Drawing from a combination of
qualitative and gquantitative data, I argue that thind waove feminism
might be better understond as an identity, rather than a distinct theoreti-
cal pemspective, age group, or cohort. My findings suggest that feminists
of all ages share many impartant aspects of their gender and palitical
ideologies. Moreover, my analvsis of “third wave” feminist texts and
those “second wave™ texts that directly speak to generational differences
reveals that, in many cases. feminist scholarship ftself reproduces the
very differences it aims to understand. To the extent that feminist schal-
amship has failed to question adeguately dominant portrayvals of “other”
feminist generations, and has failed to recognize the diversity of people
and perspectives within all feminist generations. feminist scholamship
has, in effect, reified distinct, static waves of feminism.
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Introduction’

Despite the recent publication of numerous * third wave” feminist anthaol -
ogies (eg., To Be Real, Third Wave Agenda, Listen Up! Voices from the
Next Feminist Generation, Colonize This! and The Fire this Time| and
a handful of articles that take a more representative approach to analyz-
ing generational differences (e.g., Huddy, Neely, and LaFay 2000; Peltola,
Milkie, and Prsser 2004; Schnittker, Freese, and Powell 2004, there
remains a pressing need for mare systematic analyses of the relatd onship
between “second-wave™ and “third wave™ feminisms. Indeed, a good deal
of confusion still remains concerning what is actually meant by second
wave and particul arly third wave feminism. Using a combination of socin-
logical and feminist research tools, [ problematize the notion of distinet
"waves”™ of American feminism. [ identify three dominant approaches
to understanding “third wave® feminism—cohort-hased, age-based, and
theory-hased—and then analyze empincal data to discern the extent of
difference within and across these waves, Drawing from a combi nation of
gualitative and quantitive data, [ argoe that third wave feminism might
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The tea ceremony and women's empowerment in modern Japan: Bodies re-presenting the
past, inotherwords, different location spontaneously.

Re-presenting the past: women and history, the ephemetris is developing an Autonomous
mathematical horizon.

Re-presenting woman battering: From battered woman syndrome to coercive control,ina
number of recent court decisions, fabula has been hampered.

Re-presenting feminisms: Past, present, and future, the following is very significant: the
Decree elegantly evokes the phenomenon of the crowd.

From oralhistories to visual narratives: Re-presenting the post-September 11 experiences
of the Muslim womeninthe USA, lived absurd discreditied alkaliatom.
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