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In this  article  I inve s tig ate  what are  thoug ht to  be  g e ne rational di e re nce s  within conte mporary Ame rican
fe minis m. I ide ntify thre e  dominant approache s  to  unde rs tanding  “third wave ” fe minis m: cohort-bas e d, ag e -
bas e d, and the ory-bas e d, and the n analyz e  e mpirical data to  dis ce rn the  e xte nt of di e re nce  within and
acros s  “wave s ” of Ame rican fe minis m, us ing  e ach of the s e  approache s . Drawing  from a combination of
qualitative  and quantitative  data, I arg ue  that third wave  fe minis m mig ht be  be tte r unde rs tood as  an ide ntity,
rathe r than a dis tinct the ore tical pe rs pe ctive , ag e  g roup, or cohort. My finding s  s ug g e s t that fe minis ts  of all
ag e s  s hare  many important as pe cts  of the ir g e nde r and political ide olog ie s . More ove r, my analys is  of “third
wave ” fe minis t te xts  and thos e  “s e cond wave ” te xts  that dire ctly s pe ak to  g e ne rational di e re nce s  re ve als
that, in many cas e s , fe minis t s cholars hip its e lf re produce s  the  ve ry di e re nce s  it aims  to  unde rs tand. To the
e xte nt that fe minis t s cholars hip has  faile d to  que s tion ade quate ly dominant portrayals  of “othe r” fe minis t
g e ne rations , and has  faile d to  re cog niz e  the  dive rs ity of pe ople  and pe rs pe ctive s  within all fe minis t
g e ne rations , fe minis t s cholars hip has , in e e ct, re ifie d dis tinct, s tatic  wave s  of fe minis m.
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