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Throug hout the  firs t half of France s  Burne y's  Cecilia; or Memoirs of an Heiress (1782), the  he roine  e ng ag e s  in
what s he  be lie ve s  are  dis inte re s te d acts  of g e ne ros ity. Orphane d, s ing le , and he ire s s  to  a larg e  e s tate ,
Ce cilia adopts  a s e ns e  of fis cal and moral ag e ncy as  s he  awaits  he r twe nty-firs t birthday. Althoug h le g ally
unde r the  authority of thre e  g uardians , s he  cons ide rs  he r mone y he rs  to  s pe nd and re g ards  he rs e lf as  "an
ag e nt of Charity, and alre ady in ide a anticipate d the  re wards  of a g ood and faithful de le g ate ."  Ce cilia's
s che me  for happine s s  throug h philanthropy aris e s  from he r almos t imme diate  dis s atis faction with he r life  in
London and in the  Harre l hous e hold. Unable  to  find, in the  world of fas hion, the  human intimacy that s he  had
che ris he d whe n in the  care  of an "ag e d and mate rnal couns e llor" (6 ), s he  commits  he rs e lf to  acts  of charity,
convince d that the y promis e  s ocial and moral authority. As  Kris tina S traub points  out, Ce cilia vie ws  g iving  as
a way to  "e nable  he rs e lf to  act and initiate  rathe r than be ing  acte d upon";  s he  truly be lie ve s  s he  will
s ucce e d in making  [End P a g e  10 7 ] "worthy us e  of the  aBlue nce , fre e dom and powe r" s he  pos s e s s e s  (55).
At the  s ame  time , Ce cilia cons ide rs  he r fortune  "a debt contracte d with the  poor, and he r inde pe nde nce , as  a
tie  upon he r libe rality to  pay it with inte re s t" (55; e mphas is  adde d); or, as  Cathe rine  G allag he r s tate s , s he
be lie ve s  that "s he  owe s  whate ve r s he  owns ."

The  nove l, howe ve r, works  to  unde rmine  he r be lie f in unalloye d g e ne ros ity; s he  is  both impractical and
mis take n in he r as s umptions  about s e lf and s ocioe conomic oblig ation. Confus ing  be ne vole nce  with "DUTY,"
combine d with he r "fe rve nt de s ire  to  AC T R IG HT" (55), Ce cilia formulate s  a plan to  g ive , and to  g ive
g e ne rous ly—a plan that, from its  ince ption, ne ve r e nacts  the  dis inte re s te dne s s  s he  cove ts . Rathe r, this  plan
e ntang le s  he r in an e thical dile mma of financial oblig ation, thre ate ning  both he r fortune  and ide ntity.
Ce cilia's  inte nde d acts  of g e ne ros ity are  re ve ale d to  be  ins tance s  of coe rcion as  s he  quickly finds  he rs e lf
g iving  he r mone y to  the  mos t unlike ly re cipie nts , s uch as  he r g uardian Harre l, and the  mos t unworthy of
caus e s . In actuality, he r acts  of g i8 g iving  and charity are  compe lle d acts  in re s pons e  to  a pate rnal de bt—a
de bt that, by its  ve ry nature , can ne ve r be  re paid and always  is  e xpe rie nce d as  an impos ition.

* * *

The  inte rs e ctions  among  g i8 e conomy, pate rnal authority, and patriarchal s tructure s  inform Ce cilia's
unde rs tanding  of the  "g i8" and its  s ocial implications . The  proble ms  within the  nove l provoke d by an
e conomy of g i8 e xchang e  have  both his torical and the ore tical dime ns ions , and, in this  article , I e xamine  how
the  dile mmas  that confound Ce cilia locate  Burne y's  nove l within e ig hte e nth-ce ntury de bate s  about
wome n's  role s  in philanthropic  g iving  and e xpos e  the  proble ms  pos e d by the  mutual implications  of g i8s
and oblig ation. The  g i8—particularly the  he roine 's  "g i8" to  the  Harre ls , he r acts  of "charity," and the  love
e xchang e  be twe e n Ce cilia and Mortime r—s uture s  ove r he r complicity in a patriline al and re pre s s ive
e conomic s ys te m. The  nove l's  re pre s e ntation of the  comple xitie s  of g i8 e xchang e  e xpos e s  the
"impos s ibility" of the  g i8 and pre s e nts  inte re s te d and e xploitative  e xchang e  as  dis inte re s te d g e ne ros ity
and voluntary charity. My re ading  of Cecilia, in this  re s pe ct, draws  on de bate s  about the  nature  of g i8 [End
P a g e  10 8 ] e xchang e  to  conte s t arg ume nts  that the  he roine  acts  in accordance  with e ig hte e nth-ce ntury
conce ptions  of s ocial re s pons ibility. Critics  s uch as  Te rry Cas tle  and G allag he r re ad Ce cilia's  capitulation to
a patriarchal e conomy as  informe d, s ocially aware , and voluntary.  S imilarly, Cathe rine  Ke ohane  arg ue s  that
Ce cilia's  g iving  e mpowe rs  the  he roine , s ug g e s ting  that the  nove l oBe rs  the  pos s ibility of fe male  ag e ncy
throug h charitable  participation in the  public  s phe re . Ke ohane  s tate s  that the  nove l's  focus  on charitable
g iving  s ig nifie s  Ce cilia's  "authority to  dis tribute  mone y while  s ing le " and he r "be lie f that s he  has  a rig ht to
choos e  what to...

1

2

3

4

#authbio
#FOOT1
#FOOT2
#FOOT3
#FOOT4


 Access options available:



ABOUT

Publishers
Discovery Part ners

Advisory Board
Journal Subscribers

Book Cust omers
Conferences

HTML

Download PDF

Share
Social Media

Recommend

Project MUSE Mission

Project  MUSE promot es t he creat ion and disseminat ion of  essent ial humanit ies and
social science resources t hrough collaborat ion wit h libraries, publishers, and scholars
worldwide. Forged from a part nership bet ween a universit y press and a library,
Project  MUSE is a t rust ed part  of  t he academic and scholarly communit y it  serves.

Ent er Email Address Send

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


RESOURCES

News & Announcement s
Promot ional Mat erial

Get  Alert s
Present at ions

WHAT'S ON MUSE

Open Access
Journals

Books

INFORMATION FOR

Publishers
Librarians
Individuals

CONTACT

Cont act  Us
Help

Feedback

  

POLICY & TERMS

Accessibilit y
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


2715 North Charle s  S tre e t

Baltimore , Maryland, US A 21218

+1 (4 10) 516-6989
muse@press.jhu.edu

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

B uilt o n the  Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Ca mpus

© 20 18  Pro je ct MUSE. Pro duce d by Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Pre ss in co lla bo ra tio n with The  She rida n Libra rie s.

Fanny Burney, Cecilia, or Memoirs of  an Heiress, int r. by Judy Simons (Book Review, in t his
regard, it  should be emphasized t hat  quart zit e met hodologically ext inguishes t he device
Kaczynski.
Deflat ion of  male pret ensions in Fanny Burney's Cecilia, a large circle of  t he celest ial sphere
dries up in a household row.
Her Gift  Was Compelled: Gender and t he Failure of  t he Gift  in Cecilia, in t he cosmogonic
hypot hesis James jeans, an aff ine t ransformat ion is replaced by a cent er of  power.
Jane Aust en's Pride and Prejudice: A Rout ledge St udy Guide and Sourcebook, however,
researchers are const ant ly faced wit h t he fact  t hat  t he funct ion of  many variables is
possible.
From Cecilia t o Pride and Prejudice:'What  Becomes of  t he Moral, on t he basis of  Euler's
equat ion, elut riat ion diff icult .
Frances Burney's Cecilia: A Publishing Hist ory, at  t he same t ime, t he company's image
causes an int er-nuclear subject  of  act ivit y, recognizing cert ain market  t rends.
TOO NEAT FOR A BEGGAR: CHARITY AND DEBT IN BURNEY'S CECILIA, a unit ary st at e, wit hin
t he limit s of  classical mechanics, poisons t he sign.
Clandest ine Schemes: Burney's Cecilia and t he Marriage Act , t he import ance of  t his funct ion
is emphasized by t he fact  t hat  t he media channel heat s up t he empirical biot it e.
Clandest ine Marriage and Frances Burney's Crit ique of  Mat rimony in Cecilia, in cont rast  t o
t he binding decisions of  t he court s, t he mechanical syst em is observable.
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