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The filt hy socks hang by t he heart h, t he blist ert oe drips over t he
doorway, bones adorn t he front  ent ry, and carolers warble "Wreck t he
Halls"—in short , everyt hing's in t ip-t op shape for Christ mas in Monst er
Town. Mack and Zack, who've been good all year (is t hat  any way for
monst ers t o behave?), hust le down t heir decrepit  st aircase on Christ mas
morning t o f ind Sant a Claws' f ly-encrust ed cookies all eat en and all t he
delight s t hey wished for heaped under t he dead t ree. And t hat 's t hat : a
lot  of  scene set t ing, no part icular plot , and a moral for t he wrap-up: "So
do what  lit t le monst ers should—/ t ry your hardest  t o be good,/ and you
will f ind t hat  if  you do . . ./ Sant a Claws may visit  you!" Leuck, who's made
an aut horial specialt y of  t he creepies (One Witch, BCCB 10/03), doesn't
make as much as one might  hope from her send-up of night -before-
Christ mas t ales; indeed, if  one applies monst er logic, Mack and Zack
haven't  done anyt hing remot ely nast y enough t o merit  a visit  by t he giB-
giving horror on his dragon-drawn sleigh. However, Grimly's ash-t oned
wat ercolor-and-ink illust rat ions carry t he eDort  for holly- and t insel-weary
kiddies, from t he Saturday Evening Post cover-art  parody t o ramshackle
Monst er Town's cast  of  comically misshapen, gaping-mout hed, google-
eyed fright s. Sant a Claws himself, wit h his devil ears and blue-lipped grin,
is just  t he swart hy, bulbous imp t hat  most  kids won't  want  t o meet  in a
dark alley but  will be more t han pleased t o meet  in a pict ure book. Wit h
Halloween and Christ mas now neck-and-neck compet it ors in home-decor
wars and shopping malls ext ending t he holiday season ever backward
int o fall, t he lit erary conflat ion of  t hese t wo kid-grat ifying holidays was
bound t o [End Page 177] happen sooner or lat er, and t his Leuck/Grimly
oDering is a bit  like a peppermint  candy cane in a t rick-or-t reat  sack.
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