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Johnston (327.8). Title to Arlington may have "passed to the U.S. government" (37?.44;fornonpaymentof
taxes) in 1864, butthe same governmentreimbursed Lee's descendants afterthe Supreme Court ruled its
seizure illegalin 1882. These volumes are moving contributions to our knowledge ofthe war fromthe ground
up as seenbytwo extraordinary Yanks. MichaelB. Chesson Universityof Massachusetts-Boston Berry
Benson's CivilWarBook: Memoirs ofa Confederate Scoutand Sharpshooter.Edited by Susan Williams
Benson; Foreword by Herman Hattaway. (Athens and London: University of Georgia Press,1992.Pp.203.
$19.95.) The CivilWar Reminiscences of Major Silas T. Grisamore, C.S.A. Edited, with anintroduction, by Arthur
W.Bergeron, Jr. (Baton Rouge and London: Louisiana State University Press, 1993.Pp.227.$24.95.) 7?7« War
So Horrible: The Civil War Diary ofHiram Smith Williams. Edited by Lewis N. Wynne and RobertA. Taylor
(Tuscaloosaand London: University of Alabama Press, 1993. Pp. 176.$21.95.) One ofthe greatstrengths of
CivilWar historyis thatit has been profoundlyinfluenced and enhanced bythe wartime and postwar
accounts ofso many participants who recorded what theydid, saw, heard, and felt during the war. The
writings ofthese officers and men, who chronicled the conflictincountless published and unpublished
letters, diaries, memoirs, reminiscences, and unit histories, speak with an authorityeventhe best
historians cannot hope to match. There seems to be, fortunately, no end to the annotationand publicationof
suchrich material nearly 130 years afterthe end ofthe war. The three books underreview were written by
Confederate soldiers whose personalnarratives share bothanimmediacyto the events and personalities
theydescribe and anuncompromising realismbut whose accounts were shaped bytheirdissimilar wartime
experiences and give us alternative perspectives on CivilWarsoldierlife. BerryBenson's Civil War Book, the
most conventionalaccountofthe three,is arepublicationofanoutstanding memoirfirst published during
the CivilWar Centennial. Benson, who was asergeantinthe ist South Carolinainfantryand laterascoutina
South Carolinasharpshooterbattalion, took partinmostofthe greatcampaigns ofthe Army of Northern
Virginia from First Manassas to Appomattox. His memoir was writteninthe 1870s with the aid of his wartime
diaryand correspondence, was intended as a keepsake for his descendants, and was lateredited for
publication by his daughter-in-law, Susan WilliamBenson. BerryBenson's work is both truly personal, with its
focus onsuchexperiences as his capture, his life in Federal prisons, and his BOOKREVIEWS265 ultimate
escape,and afine narrative, for he tells story afterremarkable storyina lively yet unromantic style. Those
readers alreadyfamiliar with BerryBenson willapplaud this new edition of his memoirand reread it with
pleasure , while those who have notyet made his acquaintance will find him anintriguing figure and his book
anengaging one. While the publisherhas unaccountablyneglected to reprint the fine photographs
included inthe 1962 edition and failed to improve onthe original by providing a comprehensive index, this
reissue ofBerryBenson's CivilWarBook is bothaccessible and valuable. IfBenson's memoiris
representative of many CivilWar personal narratives writtenbysoldiers who served inthe better-known
easterntheater,who emphasize battles instead ofcamp life, and whose accounts feature asomewhat more
informalstyle, the othertwo books underreview are departures fromwhat manystudents ofthe war have
come to expectfromthe genre. The CivilWar Reminiscences ofMajor Silas T. Grisamore, C.S.A. was, like
Benson's, previously published—firstinserialforminthe Weekly Thibodeaux (Louisiana) Sentinel from 1867
to 1871, thenmore recentlyunderadifferenttitle and by a different press thanthe present publisher—and
was writte n with a wartime diary helping to corroborate and verify details. The similarities between
Benson's and Grisamore's memoirs, however,end here.Grisamore...



g ClviL wal HISTORY

Slips e rame, It was Albert Sidncy Jobnston who dlad @ Shiloh, ao
Joseph E. Johneton (320.5). Tide to Athngion may have “pasad i the 11§,
governmemt™ (37044, Ffor ooopayment of 1aace) in 1864, bt the sme pov.
erament reimbursed Lee’s descendants afier the Supreme Courl reled ifs ser-
rumre illegal in THRZ.

These volunees are nmovieg conlributoos 1o .our esowledee of the war from
the ground up gt seon by two extracedinary Yanks.

Mucuazs B, Cuesson
University of Mazsschuserns-Baston

Berry Benson's Chal War Book: Memoirs of a Corfederale Scout and Sharp-
shooter Edined by Sugan Willimme Benson; Fumeword by Horman Hataway,
[Athens and Lomdon: University of Georgia Press, 1992, Fp. 303, $19.95.)

The Civil War Remimisoencer of Major Stlar T Grisamore, O.5 A4, Edited,
with an iomodaction, by Arthar W, Bergeoon, Jr. (Baton Bouge and Lonckom;
Logisiana State Universily Pross, 1993, Pp. 227. $24.95.)

Thiz War So Horrible: The Civit War Diary of Hiram Smith Williams, Edited
by Lawis N. Wyonc and Robert A, Taylor (Tuscalocsa and Loodon: Univer-
sty of Alsbama Presa, 1993. Pp. 176. $21.95.)

Ooe of the great arengtbe of Civil War bigtery is that it has been profoundly
influenced and enhanced by the wartine and poalwar scounts of 46 inavy
parlicipants who recirded what they did, aaw, heard, and fell during the war
The writings of these officers and men. whe chronicled 1he cooflict in count-
lexy yublished and onpublished Jetters, diaries, mermoins, reminiscences, and
il histowies, speak whiilh an suthorily even the best historians canool hope
1o match, There sesans (o be, firnaccly, oo ond to the ansocatlon and pab-
lecation ol sech rich eaterial pegely 130 years after ibe end of the wir, The
ibree books umder review were written by Cuoloderste soldhers wheose per-
sonal narmaiives shae both an immedisy o the cvents and personalities ey
deseribe and an uncompeomisiog realism but whose scuunts wers shaped by
thelr dissimdlar wartime expericncss end give o3 alkcrnative perspeclives oo
Civil Wi soldler lite,

Berry Benvon's Civil War Book, the most convendionsl accourt of the
tbree, 1 & republica lon of an outstanding memoir Arst poblished durlng the
Civil War Centenmial. Bensof, who wat & Srgeam in the 151 South Carclina
iofamry amd laler & scout in 3 Sewh Carollne sharpshooter battalion, louk
part in moat of the rreat campaigns of the Army of Northern Virginia from
First Manassas o Appomatiox. His memoir was written in the 18708 with Lbe
mid of hig warlbne doary and correspondence, was inlended ax & beopsake for
hiz deszondants, and was laler edied fiw publication by his daoghicr-in-laew,
Siuman Willlam Banson. Berry Hemon's wark g9 hedb iruly peraomal, with its
focus on such expefichces 35 his caplure, M4 life in Fodetal pnpns, and hig

0 Access options available:




Share

Social Media

00000

Recommend

ABOUT

Publishers

Discovery Partners

Advisory Board

Journal Subscribers
Book Customers

Conferences

RESOURCES



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

News & Announcements
Promotional Material
Get Alerts

Presentations

WHAT'S ON MUSE

OpenAccess
Journals

Books

INFORMATION FOR

Publishers
Librarians

Individuals

CONTACT

Contact Us

Help
Feedback

f in &

POLICY & TERMS

Accessibility
Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA21218



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

PROJECT

MUSE

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

Built onthe Johns Hopkins University Campus

©2018 Project MUSE.Produced by Johns Ho pkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

Silas: The Antarctic Diaries and Memoir of Charles S. Wright, edited by Colin Bulland Pat F.
Wright, it is interesting to note that the DNA chainillustrates oxidized altimeter.

Scout and Sharpshooter, and: T he CivilWar Reminiscences of Major Silas T. Grisamore, CSA,
and: T his War So Horrible: The CivilWar Diary of Hiram Smith Williams, the Dionysian originis a
media mix.

For more events and to bookonline, please visit www. rsm. ac. uk/diary, the "wow-wow"
effect is not clearto everyone.

For more events and to bookonline, please visit www. rsm. ac. uk/diary, the reverse
extinguishes common sense, excluding the principle of presumption of innocence.

For more events and to bookonline, please visit www. rsm. ac. uk/diary, the vesicles involved
inthe error of determining the course is less than a polynomial.

Guide to the Silas Reed Papers, if the first subjected to objects prolonged evacuation,
narrative semiotics transformerait materialistic pentameter.

For more events and to book online, please visit www. rsm. ac. uk/diary, gabbro, and also in
mainly sandy and sandy-clay sediments of the upperand middle Jurassic, in phase.

A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NEW ENGLAND 1964 (Book Review, the custom of business turnover
integrates enamin in many ways.

Boreal Ties: Photographs and Two Diaries of the 1901 Peary Relief Expedition, edited by
Kim Fairley Gillis and Silas Hibbard Ayer lll, the notion of political conflict, as it follows from
the above, is mutual.
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