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On 7 July 1923 eight students and one professor from the University of
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Delaware sailed from New York to France aboard the Rochambeau. These
men were the first participants in the Delaware Foreign Study Plan, a new
program whereby undergraduates lived with French families and took
classes at French universities under the close supervision of the American
professor, for which they earned a full year's academic credit (Figure 1). Two
years later, in 1925, thirty-two students and a professor from Smith College
(all women) made a similar journey as part of the pioneering Smith College
Junior Year in France (Figure 2). Whereas the Smith College program
accepted only Smith students, the Delaware Plan admitted and even
recruited students, including women, from other colleges and universities
after its first year. By 1939 the two programs had...
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