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While  comics  at larg e  continue  to  achie ve  le g itimacy in acade mia, both in te rms  of the  numbe r of s cholarly
publications  in conte mporary lite rature  journals  as  we ll as  the  bre adth and varie ty of cours e s  taug ht at both
the  unde rg raduate  and g raduate  le ve ls , comics  s tudie s  and pe dag og y re mains  de cide dly s ke we d toward
privile g ing  s ing le  volume  works  rathe r than comics  that orig inally appe are d in a s e rializ e d format. In
addition to  bias e s  ag ains t the ir mains tre am s tatus , more  akin to  “low culture ” than, s ay, a critically and
publically ce le brate d g raphic  me moir à la Be chde l’s  Fun Home or S pie g e lman’s  Maus, monthly comics  are
commonly e xclude d in the  clas s room for the matic  and s tructural re as ons . Te ache rs  commonly as s ociate
ong oing  s e rializ ation with a loos e , s prawling  s tructure , akin more  to  a te le vis ion drama than a s ing le  volume
work of lite rature . This  vie w ultimate ly marg inaliz e s  authors ’ the matic  conce rns —Ne il G aiman’s  Sandman,
which clocks  in at s e ve nty-five  is s ue s , focus e s  on a clus te r of re late d the me s , e xplore d in vas tly more  de pth
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and intricacy than could have  be e n achie ve d in a s ing le  volume  work. While  limitations  on clas s  time  o e n
pre clude s  te aching  comics  s e rie s  that run for doz e ns  or hundre ds  of is s ue s , comics  s cholars  s hould make
a more  conce rte d e ort to  incorporate  s uch works  into  the  clas s room, bring ing  to  lig ht important conce rns
re g arding  narrative  s tructure  and marke tplace  conce rns  that are  le s s  re adily vis ible  in s ing le  volume  works .
Us ing  Sandman as  a cas e  s tudy, I will arg ue  for the  pe dag og ical be ne fits  of incorporating  mains tre am
comics  into  the  clas s room, e mphas iz ing  that by s tudying  s uch works , we  can g ain a riche r and fulle r
unde rs tanding  of the  narrative  and the matic  pos s ibilitie s  of comics .
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