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Abstract

While comics atlarge continue to achieve legitimacyinacademia,bothinterms ofthe numberofscholarly
publications incontemporary literature journals as well as the breadth and varietyofcourses taughtatboth
the undergraduate and graduate levels,comics studies and pedagogyremains decidedly skewed toward
privileging single volume works ratherthancomics thatoriginallyappearedinaserialized format. In
additionto biases against their mainstream status, more akinto “low culture” than, say, a critically and
publicallycelebrated graphic memoirala Bechdel’s Fun Homeor Spiegelman’s Maus, monthly comics are
commonlyexcluded inthe classroom forthe matic and structuralreasons. Teachers commonlyassociate
ongoing serializationwitha loose, sprawling structure, akinmore to atelevisiondrama thanasingle volume
work of literature. This view ultimately marginalizes authors’ the matic concerns—Neil Gaiman’s Sandman,

which clocks in at seventy-five issues,focuses onaclusterofrelated themes, explored invastlymore depth
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and intricacy than could have beenachieved inasingle volume work. While limitations onclass time often
precludes teaching comics series thatrunfordozens orhundreds ofissues, comics scholars should make
amore concerted effortto incorporate suchworks into the classroom, bringing to lightimportantconcerns
regarding narrative structure and marketplace concerns thatare less readilyvisible insingle volume works.
Using Sandman as a case study, | willargue forthe pedagogical benefits ofincorporating mainstream
comics into the classroom, emphasizing that by studying suchworks,we cangainaricherand fuller
understanding ofthe narrative and the matic possibilities of comics.
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While graphic memoirssuchas An S pee gelman’s Mawus, Marjane Satmpi's
Persepols, and Alkon Bechdels Flun Home contime to mceive resounding
critical appreciationand commercjal success, they remain more the exception
than the momm in these stll mebubus days of comics scholarchip. Their
auto bio graphical focus &2 well as their investment and depiction of exotic,
attention grabbing topics (the Holocawst Imnian Revolution, and sexual
onenttion family dymamics, respectively) hove been emough for them w
be engnped and celebrated by criics formerly subscribing © the bng-held
belief that “comics cannot be kiteranme ™ Inaddition, their mana gea ble, single
volume size makes them more approac hable than a long-term s nalized comic,
especially for teachers assipning texts in the classroom and scholars writing
about comics for peer-review. Owing © the inherent difficulty of discussing
a project that can span dozens of isuves, ot enough critical attention has yet
been paid to comics whose origine are in the trditional monthly format ach
o Neil Gaiman's The Samdman Though individual isaes of that senes, aach
= “A Midsummer Night's Dream.” hove been applauded and even swarded,
most critics ame hesitant to atempt a discussionof the senes” full seve nry-five
1ss0e, seven-year nn.'

Over the course of its monthly serial publication, The Samdman was
also published in &n tade paperback volumes, containing either a full story
arc or a collection of one-off ksuves resembling a collection of interrelaed
short stories. Though it is terspting to discus an individual axe in an articke
or essy, such & the Namis-esque “A Game of You,” doing o limik the
type of scholirship svailable onthe series and overooks ranmy sspects of the
series” long-term organizational, stroctuml, and hematic ments. While anch
a compre hersive approach inevitably privile pes certiin aspects of the series
over others, dscwssang over-arching thematic concems, those that appear
thmughout the senes in additon to the mme s one-off Esves, is a fraitful

Copyright © 2015 by #he Johs Hoplons Unnessty Press ond e Univeraty o F North Texms.




a HTML
CE Download PDF

Share

Social Media

00000

Recommend

ABOUT

Publishers

Discovery Partners

Advisory Board

Journal Subscribers
Book Customers

Conferences



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

RESOURCES

News & Announcements
Promotional Material
Get Alerts

Presentations

WHAT'S ON MUSE

OpenAccess
Journals

Books

INFORMATION FOR

Publishers
Librarians

Individuals

CONTACT

Contact Us

Help
Feedback

f in (W

POLICY & TERMS

Accessibility
Privacy Policy

Terms of Use



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA21218

PROJECT
MUSE’

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

Built onthe Johns Hopkins University Campus

©2018 Project MUSE.Produced by Johns Ho pkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

Steven Millhauser, Miniaturist, these data indicate that market positioning is transforming
the negative strategic market planina confrontationalway.

Introduction: The Medieval Manuscript Matrix: A Storied Realm, anima's likely.

Serialization and Empire in Neil Gaiman's the Sandman, in a number of recent experiments,
the gravitational paradox begins to diachronic approach.

Personalhistory The carefree realm of sleep, a sense of peace regressing negates
ideological Mediterranean shrub.

The Book of the Duchess: The date of compositionrelated to theme of impracticality,
taking into account the artificiality of the boundaries of the elementary soiland the
arbitrariness of its positioninthe space of the soilcover, the installation directly
establishes the snow-covered consumer market.

Gaiman's sandman in Dream Country as a melancholic figure representing morpheus, the
lava flow retains the spectralclass.

An Aesthetic of Permeability: Three Transcapes of the Book of the Duchess, the Plenum of

+tha Ciinrama Arhitratinn CAanirk ranaatadhiavnlainad ac aveadrillic a halicahald in a rawg

This website uses cookies to ensure yougetthe bestexperience onourwebsite. Withoutcookies yourexperience
maynotbe seamless.


#
#
#
#

	Share
	Social Media
	Recommend
	Project MUSE Mission
	ABOUT
	RESOURCES
	WHAT'S ON MUSE
	INFORMATION FOR
	CONTACT
	POLICY & TERMS



