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Whe n an Italian Ope ra Company, bas e d in Havana, came  on tour to  the  Unite d S tate s  in April 1847, it
s urpas s e d all e xpe ctations . It not only at once  s e t hig he r s tandards  for vocal and ins trume ntal pe rformance
but on ope ning  nig ht had a triumph with ne w mus ic, the  U.S . pre mie re  of Ve rdi's  Ernani (1844). The  company
was  the  cre ation of the  imme ns e ly rich Marty y Torre ns , who had us e d his  fortune  (bas e d on a monopoly of
the  s ale  of fis h in Cuba) to  build an ope ra hous e  in Havana, the  opule nt G ran Te atro de  Tacón, and to  s ta  it
with Italian artis ts . In the  s umme rs  of 1837 and 1842 he  had s e nt his  company on s hort vis its  to  Ne w Orle ans ,
and in 1843 on tour to  s e ve n of the  country's  s outhe rn and e as te rn citie s .  Now, four ye ars  late r, on 13 April it
came  g re atly s tre ng the ne d in s ing e rs , orche s tra, and chorus , s o  that upon landing  in Ne w York a e r te n days
at s e a, its  ros te r tallie d s e ve nty-thre e ,  with at le as t te n more  s oon adde d. In addition to  s olois ts  and a
s mall nonmus ical s ta , the  company include d two artis tic  le ade rs  on the  brink of fame  (violinis t Luig i Arditi
and double  bas s is t G iovanni Botte s ini), an orche s tra of thirty-two (late r s ome time s  s wolle n by local
re cruits ), and a s mall but hig hly proficie nt chorus  of twe nty (four s opranos , thre e  altos , s ix te nors , and s e ve n
bas s e s ).  More ove r, it broug ht its  own s ce ne ry and a wardrobe  of cos tume s  that the  New York Herald
re porte d to  be  "worth $30 ,0 0 0 ."  On ope ning  nig ht, at the  city's  ve ne rable  Park The atre  (cap. 2,30 0 ; on Park
Row, facing  City Hall Park), it prove d its e lf the  mos t comple te , be s t ope ra company ye t to  play in the  Unite d
S tate s .

Te as ing  Ne w Yorke rs , it g ave  only two pe rformance s  of ope ra, on 15 and 16  April, and a s ubs e que nt conce rt
be fore  de parting  for a s ix-we e k s e as on in Bos ton. For both s tag e d pe rformance s  in Ne w York it o e re d
Ernani, Ve rdi's  fi h ope ra but only the  s e cond to  re ach the  Unite d S tate s . S ix we e ks  e arlie r, in a much s malle r
the ate r, a local company had produce d his  fourth, I Lombardi alla prima crociata (1843). But whe re as  the
latte r's  s ucce s s  had be e n mode rate  and s low,  that of Ernani was  s tupe ndous  and ins tant. A young
Manhattan lawye r, G e org e  [End P a g e  17 1] Te mple ton S trong , failing  to  g e t into  the  s e cond pe rformance ,
note d in his  diary: "Hous e  an e ntire  jam; no s e ats  to  be  had at any price ."  And he  had to  wait till June  for the
company's  re turn.

Ope ning  in Bos ton's  Howard Athe nae um The atre  with Ernani on 23 April, the  company s ubs e que ntly
pre s e nte d Ve rdi's  I Lombardi and I due Foscari (U.S . pre mie re ), Doniz e tti's  Linda di Chamounix, Pacini's  Sa o,
Be llini's  Norma and I Capuleti ed i Montecchi, and, once  ons tag e  and once  in conce rt, Ros s ini's  Mosè in Egitto.
Of the m all, Ernani rous e d the  g re ate s t e xcite me nt.

S ix ye ars  late r, the  critic  for the  Boston Evening Gazette, William W. Clapp Jr., s ummariz e d the  importance  to
Bos ton's  mus ical life  of thos e  Ernani pe rformance s :

It was  on this  occas ion that Bos ton firs t re cog niz e d g e nuine  Italian Ope ra. . . . A s upe rb orche s tra
le d by Arditi and the  s upe rlative  contrabas s is t Botte s ini, with a g ood chorus  and principals  of
e xtraordinary me rit, pre s e nte d Ve rdi's  be s t ope ra in a s tyle  that abs olute ly e le ctrifie d the
audie nce . All the  re colle ctions  of Eng lis h ope ra  we re  e fface d by this  life -bre athing , pas s ionate ,
and e ffe ctive  pe rformance , and from that hour a ne w ide al of e xce lle nce  in ope ratic  affairs  be came
fixe d and irre vocable . S uch a combination of brilliancy, e ffe ct, and vig or, with the  s e ntime ntal and
te nde r, had ne ve r be fore  re ve ale d its e lf upon the  Bos ton lyric  s tag e , and the  e xcite me nt produce d
by this  ne w s e ns ation was  comme ns urate  with the  marve ls  that produce d it.

The  ope ra its e lf was  inte re s ting  from a wild and romantic  plot, worke d up in a g ood libre tto, and that
innate  be auty...
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