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Abstract

During the winter of 1978 large numbers of torpid loggerhead turtles Caretta caretta

were taken by shrimp trawlers in the Port Canaveral Ship Channel, off the East Coast of
Florida. During February and March the writers made experimental trawl drags in the
same channel, and took 56 loggerheads in 123 minutes' drag time on the first trip and
100 in 128 minutes on the second trip. This represents by far the heaviest incidental
trawler catch of turtles on record, and the aggregation sampled is the most
concentrated ever reported for any species of sea turtle in a non-breeding habitat. The
cause of the assemblage is unknown. Thermal data and other evidence strongly suggest
that, on the first trip, most of the torpid turtles had been dragged out of the bottom
and walls of the channel, and thus were hibernating. The implication that in temperate-
zone sections of its range the loggerhead may sometimes hibernate, as some
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Apparent hibernation by the At lantic loggerhead turt le Caretta
caretta off Cape Canaveral, Florida, a good example is the tensiometer
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zone sections of its range the loggerhead may sometimes hibernate, as some
freshwater turtles do, is supported by widespread fishermen's opinion, and by the recent
discovery of black turtles hibernating in the Gulf of California, at water temperatures
almost identical to those recorded here for our February cruise.
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