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Abst ract
Hannah Dus ton was a Mas s achus e tts woman take n captive by a g roup of Native Ame ricans in 16 9 7. S he late r
kille d and s calpe d te n me mbe rs of an Indian family with whom s he had be e n place d. While Dus ton was we ll–
known in 16 9 7, the re is little me ntion of he r in publis he d s ource s from 170 3 to 1815. Be twe e n the 1820 s and
1880 s , howe ve r, ve rs ions of he r s tory prolife rate d in print, and thre e major monume nts we re e re cte d in he r
honor. This article e xplore s the re as ons for nine te e nth–ce ntury Ame ricans ’ fas cination with Dus ton. It arg ue s
that the ir g e nde re d notion that me n we re more viole nt than wome n, in conjunction with the ir fe miniz e d
re pre s e ntations of the nation, worke d to cre ate a mode l of Ame rican ide ntity in which viole nce committe d

by the Unite d S tate s was , by de finition, fe minine , and the re fore innoce nt, de fe ns ive viole nce . The link
be twe e n fe male virtue and the nation’s virtue , the n, facilitate d the de ve lopme nt of a g e nde re d ide olog y of
Ame rican innoce nce .

Access options available:
HTML
Download PDF

Share
Social Media

Recommend
Ent er Email Address

Send

Project MUSE Mission

Project MUSE promot es t he creat ion and disseminat ion of essent ial humanit ies and
social science resources t hrough collaborat ion wit h libraries, publishers, and scholars
worldwide. Forged from a part nership bet ween a universit y press and a library,
Project MUSE is a t rust ed part of t he academic and scholarly communit y it serves.

ABOUT
Publishers
Discovery Part ners
Advisory Board

Journal Subscribers
Book Cust omers
Conferences

RESOURCES
News & Announcement s
Promot ional Mat erial
Get Alert s
Present at ions

WHAT'S ON MUSE
Open Access
Journals
Books

INFORMATION FOR
Publishers
Librarians
Individuals

CONTACT
Cont act Us
Help
Feedback

POLICY & TERMS
Accessibilit y

Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

2715 North Charle s S tre e t
Baltimore , Maryland, US A 21218

+1 (4 10) 516-6989
muse@press.jhu.edu

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

B uilt o n the Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Campus
© 20 18 Pro je ct MUSE. Pro duce d by Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Pre ss in co llabo ratio n with The She ridan Libra rie s.
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