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In lieu of an abstract, hereis a brief excerpt of the content:

The Essentiallrrelevance o fNuclear Weapons Stabilityinthe PostwarWorld llohn Muezlerthat, forbetteror
worse, the existence ofnuclearlltis widelyassumed weapons has profoundlyshaped ourlives and
destinies. Some find the weapons supremelybeneficial. Defense analyst Edward Luttwak says, "we have
lived since 1945 without anotherworld war preciselybecause rational minds ... extracted adurable peace
fromthe veryterrorofnuclearweapons." And RobertArt and Kenneth Waltz conclude, "the probability of war
betweenAmericaand Russia or between NATO and the Warsaw Pactis practically nilpreciselybecause the
military planning and deployments ofeach, togetherwith the fearofescalationto generalnuclearwar, keep
itthat way."20thers argue that, while we may have been luckyso far, the continued existence ofthe weapons
promises eventual calamity: The doomsdayclock onthe coverofthe Bulletin ofthe Atomic Scientists has
beenpointedly hovering near midnight for over40 years now, and in his influential bestseller, The Fute of the
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Eurth, Jonathan Schell dramatically concludes thatifwe do not "rise up and cleanse the earthofnuclear
weapons," we will "sink into the final coma and end itall."3 This article takes issue withbothofthese points
ofviewand concludes that nuclear weapons neithercruciallydefine a fundamental stability nor threaten
severelyto disturb it. For helpful comments | would like to thank Richard Rosecrance, Karl Mueller,Robert
Jervis, MacCregor Knox, Richard Betts, and the anonymous reviewers for International Se curity. This project
was supported inpartbythe UniversityofRochesterand bya GuggenheimFellowship.John Muelleris
ProfessorofPolitical Science atthe UniversityofRochester. He is the authorofRetreat from Doomsday: The
Obsolescence of Major War, to be published byBasic Books in1989. 1. Edward N. Luttwak, "Of Bombs and
Men," Commentary, August 1983, p.82.2. Robert J. Art and Kenneth N. Waltz, "Technology, Strategy, and the
Uses of Force,"inRobert J. Art and Kenneth N. Waltz, eds., The Use ofForce (Lanham, Md.: University Press of
America, 1983),p. 28.See also Klaus Knorr, "Controlling Nuclear War," Inte rnational Security, Vol. 9, NO. 4
(Spring 1985), p.79;John J. Mearsheimer, "Nuclear Weapons and Deterrence in Europe," International
Security,Vol.9, No. 3 (Winter 1984/85),pp. 25-26; Robert Gilpin, Warand Change inWorld Politics
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981),pp.213-219. 3. Jonathan Schell, The Fute ofthe Earth (New
York: Knopf, 1982), p. 231. International Security, Fall 1988 (Vol. 13, No.2) 0 1988 by the Presidentand Fellows
ofHarvard College and ofthe Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 55 International Security 13:2 156 The
paperisintwo parts.Inthe firstitis argued that, while nuclear weapons may have substantiallyinfluenced
politicalrhetoric, public discourse ,and defense budgets and planning, itis notatall clearthat theyhave
had asignificantimpact onthe historyofworld affairs since World War 11. Theydo notseemto have been
necessaryto deterWorld War 111, to determine alliance patterns, orto cause the United States and the
Soviet Unionto behave cautiously. Inthe second part, these notions are broadened to adiscussionof
stabilityin the postwarworld. Itis concluded that there maybe along-termtrend away from waramong
developed countries and that the long peace since World War I1is less a peculiarity of the nuclearage than
the logical conclusionofasubstantial historical process.Seenbroadly,deterrence seems to be
remarkably firm; major war-a waramong developed countries, like World Warllorworse-is so improbable as
to be obsolescent;imbalances inweapons systems are unlikely to have muchimpactonanything except
budgets;and the nucleararms competition mayeventuallycome undercontrolnotso muchoutof
conscious designas outofatrophybornofboredom. The Irnpact of Nuclear Weapons The postwar world
might we [l have turned out much the same eveninthe absence ofnuclearweapons. Without them, world war
would have beendiscouraged bythe memoryofWorld War 11, by...
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