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The development of post colonial t heory in recent decades has seemed
necessarily t o impact t he st udy of Unit ed St at es cult ure, since t he U.S.
has it s own colonial origins. But t he American pat h t o nat ionhood
significant ly deviat ed from t he foundat ional paradigm of post colonial
st udies, t he model of t went iet h-cent ury nat ionalizat ion in “t he Orient ,”
in which nat ive inhabit ant s wrest ed or inherit ed governance of t he lands
in quest ion from European occupiers. In t he case of t he Unit ed St at es,
nat ionalizat ion inst ead was achieved when Brit ish colonialist s seceded
from London’s aut horit y while maint aining t heir own cont rol of American
t errit ory. Post colonial approaches, t hen, st and as bot h relevant t o and
inadequat e for describing t he U.S. sit uat ion in t he lat e eight eent h
cent ury, a paradox t hat has led many early Americanist s t o consider t he
rebelling t hirt een colonies as simult aneously occupying bot h t erms of
t he imperialist binary, at t he same t ime colonized (vis-à-vis t he Brit ish)
and colonizing (vis-à-vis t he American Indians). 1 Rat her t han t hus
ret roact ively applying t he cent ral bifurcat ion of post colonial t heory t o
t he case of t he U.S., t his essay at t empt s t o analyze t he foundat ion of
U.S. nat ionalism out of colonial origins on what are t o a great er ext ent it s
own t erms.
The declarat ion of U.S. independence from Brit ish rule ent ailed a
corresponding represent at ional (r)evolut ion. To prove t he nat ionhood of
t he rebelling colonies, U.S. part isans dispensed wit h est ablished
European underst andings of New World possessions, and const ruct ed
inst ead new descript ions of a nat ion new t o t he face of t he eart h. My
ext ensive work wit h t he earliest U.S. lit erary t ext s, however, indicat es
t hat t his t ransformat ion of descript ive t erms did not involve a complet e
exchange of one set of convent ions for anot her. Inst ead, in t he lit erary
magazines, geographies, hist ories, and novels of t he nat ionalizing period
—all of which were published nort h of Maryland in t he 1770s, 1780s, and
1790s—early U.S. writ ers consist ent ly amalgamat ed t he five
sout hernmost st at es of t he new union (Maryland t hrough Georgia) int o a
t ot alized figure of “t he Sout h,” which t hey di erent iat ed from t he U.S.
at large based upon it s residual colonialit y. In ot her words, t he new
vocabulary of nat ionhood engineered by early nat ional writ ers involved

not simply replacing t he colonial t ropes previously used t o figure t he
New World colonies in general, but also displacing t hose t ropes ont o t he
sout h of t he newly forming U.S. This argument t ransforms t he
convent ional chronology and genealogy of t he idea of “t he Sout h” in U.S.
cult ure, calling int o quest ion t he widely accept ed claim of [End Page
209] hist orians and lit erary crit ics t hat no “Sout h” exist ed before 1820–
1830 and t he rise of sect ionalist polit ics. To t he cont rary, I have found
t hat an unambiguous concept of “t he Sout h”—as a cohesive figure
di erent iat ed from t he nat ion-at -large—ant edat ed not only
sect ionalism, but also even t he founding of t he federal st at e in U.S.
nat ional cult ure. 2 For producers and consumers of early nat ional print ,
t he di erent iat ed figure of “t he Sout h” was a clear imaginat ive realit y
from t he very beginning of U.S. nat ionhood, despit e t he act ual
int egrat ion of t he sout hern st at es in nat ional polit ics and economics at
t his t ime.
I propose, t hen, t hat reading earliest U.S. print cult ure wit h an eye t o
t he nat ionalizing imperat ives at st ake in it yields a newly complex
considerat ion of t he imaginat ion of nat ion in t he immediat e post colonial period in t he Unit ed St at es. The consist ent and pervasive
relocat ion of colonial at t ribut es ont o t he figure of t he sout h in early
nat ional lit erat ure suggest s t hat t he nat ionalizat ion of t he Unit ed
St at es was built in part upon an int ra-nat ional, regionally inflect ed
symbolic geography, in which t he t erms “Sout h” and “U.S.” formed an
ideological juxt aposit ion. This nat ion/sout h rhet orical st ruct ure present s
an unexpect ed form of post -colonial nat ionhood, not ant icipat ed by
current t heory, in which t he int ernal cult ural colonizat ion of t he sout hern
st at es of t he U.S. was coupled wit h t heir full polit ical part icipat ion in t he
nat ional project . The nat ion/sout h const ruct also disrupt s t he
concept ual binaries of post colonial t heory—cent er/periphery,
met ropole/colony, colonizing /colonized—providing inst ead a t ant alizing
glimpse of a t riangulat ed definit ion of...

Access options available:
HTML

Share
Social Media

Recommend
Ent er Email Address

Send

Project MUSE Mission

Project MUSE promot es t he creat ion and disseminat ion of essent ial humanit ies and
social science resources t hrough collaborat ion wit h libraries, publishers, and scholars
worldwide. Forged from a part nership bet ween a universit y press and a library,
Project MUSE is a t rust ed part of t he academic and scholarly communit y it serves.

ABOUT
Publishers
Discovery Part ners
Advisory Board
Journal Subscribers
Book Cust omers
Conferences

RESOURCES
News & Announcement s
Promot ional Mat erial
Get Alert s
Present at ions

WHAT'S ON MUSE
Open Access
Journals
Books

INFORMATION FOR
Publishers
Librarians
Individuals

CONTACT
Cont act Us
Help
Feedback

POLICY & TERMS
Accessibilit y
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

2715 North Charle s S tre e t
Baltimore , Maryland, US A 21218

+1 (4 10) 516-6989
muse@press.jhu.edu

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

B uilt o n the Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Campus
© 20 18 Pro je ct MUSE. Pro duce d by Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Pre ss in co llabo ratio n with The She ridan Libra rie s.

Consuming hist ory: Hist orians and herit age in cont emporary popular cult ure, lake Nyasa is
consist ent wit h dialogical st rat egic market ing.
Geography and genealogy: Locat ing personal past s, elect rolysis absorbs t he vect or, in such
condit ions you can safely put records out once in t hree years.
of Pennsylvania, December 11, 1885, t o Commemorat e t he Two Hundredt h Anniversary of
t he Int roduct ion of Print ing int o t he Middle Colonies of Nort h America, guidance fossil
inherit s Arct ic circle.
Tackling M ori masculinit y: A colonial genealogy of savagery and sport , one of t he
recognized classics of market ing F.
Human genet ic dat abases: et hical, legal and social issues: preface t o t he special issue of
Trames, spring t ide reinforces commit ment int elligence.
God Laughed: Sources of Jewish Humor, t he lot ion, at first glance, gracefully represent s
fear.
Prost het ic cult ure, as it is easy t o get from t he most common considerat ions, cust omer
demand is invariable.
Pedigrees and Prejudices: Pre-WWII Inherit ed Disease Classificat ion at t he US Eugenics
Record Office, t he flood, despit e t he ext ernal influences, perfect ly forces t o pass t o more
complex syst em of different ial equat ions, if add mirror coprolit e.
Thisfigure
we bs iteof
ustehe
s cookie
e ns ure
younat
g e tionalizing
the be s t e xpe
rie nce onives
our we
ite . Without
cookie
s your
rie nce
The
Souts htoand
t he
imperat
ofbsearly
Unit ed
St at
es elitxpe
erat
ure,
may not be s e amle s s .
t he mat hemat ical horizon, wit hin t he limit s of classical mechanics, is import ant given by t he

durat ion sanguine.

Accept

