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At  least  unt il t he 1960s, chop suey was synonymous wit h Chinese food in t he Unit ed
St at es, where most  Chinese rest aurant s were called chop suey houses. By uncovering
t he hist ory of  chop suey, t his art icle analyzes t he development  of  Chinese cuisine in t he
U.S. as an example of  t ransnat ional cult ural exchange. The aut hent icit y and culinary
ident it y of  Chinese food in America oft en rest ed on it s real or imagined Chinese root s
while it s popularit y depended on how well Chinese rest aurant  propriet ors adapt ed t he
flavors, ingredient s, and cooking met hods of  Chinese cuisine t o t he t ast es and market s
of local American communit ies. The dynamic int eract ion bet ween Chinese food and
American cust omers funct ioned as a complex cult ural negot iat ion. While Chinese
rest aurant s helped shape t he American diet , Chinese food was at  t he same t ime being
shaped and t ransformed by American popular t ast e. By appealing t o a wide range of
American diners, chop suey event ually evolved int o a popular American et hnic food and a
cent ral component  in t he culinary ident it y of  Chinese rest aurant s. Chop suey generat ed
numerous jobs for Chinese immigrant s and est ablished a culinary bond bet ween Chinese
food and American cust omers. Also, as an imagined aut hent ic Chinese dish, it
represent ed a t ype of  affordable exot icism in t he eyes of  American consumers, meet ing
not  only American t ast es but  also t heir social expect at ions of  Chinese cult ure.
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