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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

BOOK REVIEWS /COMPTES  REND US  179  confus e  the  inte nde d re ade r of this  s e rie s ), or with de tails  of his
account of voDe ; or £\>oa t \lovfa. An e xpe rt mig ht fe e l that s e rious  me taphys ical puz z le s  have  be e n
ove rs implifie d in Barne s ' dis cus s ion of s ubs tance . But the  s ame  e xpe rt will be  ple as e d to  be  able  to  re fe r
his  s tude nts  to  Barne s ' e xce ptionally lucid and e le g ant accounts  of final caus e s , of how the  s yllog is m
functions  in an ide al Aris tote lian s cie nce , of the  uns olve d proble ms  of e mpiricis m and of othe r important
is s ue s , and to  his  concis e  clarification of s e ve ral hoary mis conce ptions  which s till be s e t the  s tudy of
Aris totle . Both Plato and Aris totle  are  brie f and include  bibliog raphical g uidance , unobtrus ive  note s  and
indice s . The y are  we ll writte n and us e ful books , worthy contributions  to  a dis ting uis he d s e rie s . UNIVERS ITY
OF TORONTO BRAD INWOOD As  a te ache r of Latin re are d in the  "traditional" me thod and, a e r a fi e e n ye ar
hiatus , plung e d into the  "re ading  approach", I am alte rnate ly ove rwhe lme d, awe s truck and e nvious  of the
g oals  s e t by the  authors  of this  s e rie s . It cons is ts  of four attractive  we ll-bound volume s . Workbooks
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accompany the  firs t two, and for e ve ry volume  the re  is  a Te ache r's  Re s ource  G uide , comple te  with ans we rs
to all e xe rcis e s  in the  te xt and workbook. The  pre face  to  the  firs t Te ache r's  Re s ource  G uide  contains  the
firm as s urance  that Latin is  admirably s uite d to  fill the  g ap le  by "re ce nt tre nds  ag ains t rote  le arning " in
mode rn lang uag e  ins truction. Be caus e  the  Latin we  te ach is  "a work of art", "s  imple  and pre dictable  in
s yntax", de vis e d by the  ruling  clas s e s  of the  late r Re public, the  authors  s e e  it as  "an ide al lang uag e  for the
s tude nts  who want to  unde rs tand the  nature  and s tructure  of lang uag e  in g e ne ral". No clas s icis t would
dis ag re e  with that attitude  or with the  s ug g e s tion that the  clas s ics  can be s t be  promote d "not by e rudite
dis s e rtations  on the ir cultural value , but by de finite  illus trations  of the ir us e fulne s s  in the  ve ry fie ld of thos e
who attack the  clas s ics ll • Having  as s ure d us  of the  value  of our fie ld and having  o e re d s ug g e s tions  as  to
our approach, the  authors  proce e d with a s e rie s  of le s s ons  s tag g e ring  in the ir s ug g e s te d pace  but
impre s s ive  in s tate d obje ctive s , org aniz ation and layout. By the  e nd of the  firs t two we e ks , for e xample , a
g rade  nine  clas s  is  e xpe cte d to  have  mas te re d the  e nding s  of firs t and s e cond de cle ns ion, the  pre s e nt
te ns e  of firs t conjug ation ve rbs  and of II s um", the  ag re e me nt of ve rbs , us e s  of the  Nominative , the
Accus ative  as  dire ct obje ct, Ablative  of Place  Whe re  and G e nitive  of Pos s e s s ion. S tude nts  s hould als o have
me moriz e d fi y-nine  vocabulary words  and be  familiar with the  us e  of the  e nclitic  -ne . In addition to  this
we alth of information on forms  and 180  BOOK REVIEWS /COMPTES  RENDUS  s yntax, almos t e ve ry pag e  contains
illus trations , half of the m in colour, de aling  with de tails  of de s ig n and de coration of Roman dwe lling s . The
te mptation to  dig re s s  for a pe riod or two would be  irre s is tible . The  le s s ons  are  pre s e nte d in an orde rly,
s ys te matic  fas hion, with forms  g ive n in charts  whe ne ve r pos s ible , s imple  s yntactical e xplanations , us ing
Latin s e nte nce s  with trans lations , and vocabularie s  lis te d in alphabe tical orde r according  to  parts  of
s pe e ch. The  practice  e xe rcis e s  involve  manipulation of Eng lis h into  Latin and Latin into  Eng lis h and the
conte nt of the  re ading  pas s ag e s  is  a we lcome  chang e  from the  antics  of fictitious  Roman childre n in
contrive d s ituations . Le s s on 4 introduce s  the  Trojan War, and the  adve nture s  of Ae ne as  occupy the  ne xt te n
le s s ons . From the re , s tude nts  prog re s s  to  s torie s  of Roman he roe s  like  Cincinnatus  and S cipio  Africanus ,
e xample s  of myths , s uch as  the  tale  of Atalanta, or accounts  of important his torical e ve nts  and individuals .
The re  are  als o  s upple me ntary re ading  pas s ag e s  which pre s e nt the  adve nture s  of Pe rs e us  and Odys s e us ,
providing  almos t e noug h e xce lle nt re ading  mate rial to  s upport a s trictly II re ading  ll approach, if anyone
s hould be  s o  incline d. The  te ache r who fe e ls  that de rivative s  are  an e s s e ntial as pe ct of a Latin cours e  can
find e xe rcis e s  in the  Workbook; s ome  of the  s hort IIWord S tudyII parag raphs , e s pe cially thos e  de aling  with
pre pos itions  as  pre fixe s , are  als o  he lpful. Anyone  conce rne d about the  Roman Civiliz ation conte nt will be
de lig hte d to  le arn that the  illus trations  are  e xplaine d in de tail...
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