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This book examines popular represent at ions of  biracial women of black
and whit e descent  in t he Unit ed St at es, focusing on novels, t elevision,
music, and f ilm. Alt hough t he emphasis is on t he 1990s, t he hist orical arc
of t he st udy begins in t he 1930s. Caroline A. St reet er explores t he
encount er bet ween what  she sees as t wo dominant  narrat ives t hat
frame t he percept ion of  mixed race in America. The f irst  is based on t he
long-st anding hist orical experience of  whit e supremacy and black
subjugat ion. The second is more recent  and involves t he post –Civil Right s
expansion of  int erracial marriage and mixed-race ident it ies. St reet er
analyzes t he collision of  t hese t wo narrat ives, t he cult ural anxiet ies t hey
have t riggered, and t he role of  black/whit e women in t he simult aneous
creat ion and undoing of  racial cat egories—a charged, ambiguous cycle in
American cult ure. St reet er’s subject s include concert  pianist  Philippa
Schuyler, Dorot hy West ’s novel The Wedding (in print  and on screen),
Danzy Senna’s novels Caucasia and Sympt omat ic, and celebrit y
performing art ist s Mariah Carey, Alicia Keys, and Halle Berry. She opens
wit h a chapt er t hat  examines t he layered media response t o Essie Mae
Washingt on-Williams, Senat or St rom Thurmond’s biracial daught er.
Throughout  t he book, St reet er engages t he work of  feminist  crit ics and
ot hers who have writ t en on int erracial sexualit y and marriage, biracial
ident it y, t he mult iracial movement , and mixed race in cult ural st udies.
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