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Abst ract

Lie ute nant G e ne ral John Re e d Hodg e  was  one  of the  mos t important pe ople  in re ce nt Kore an his tory. He
s e rve d as  the  commande r of the  U.S . military occupation of s outhe rn Kore a from S e pte mbe r 19 45 to  Aug us t
19 48, althoug h he  was  far from be ing  a promine nt U.S . Army o ice r during  World War II. His  pe rs onal and
profe s s ional backg round had a dire ct and ne g ative  impact on his  imple me ntation of ins tructions  and his
de aling s  with the  Kore an pe ople  and the ir political le ade rs . This  article  provide s  e vide nce  that Pre s ide nt
Harry S . Truman's  de cis ion to  appoint Hodg e  as  occupation commande r was  a s e rious  mis take . His  narrow
e xpe rie nce  and le s s e r command re s pons ibilitie s  caus e d him to  make  de cis ions  that g re atly incre as e d
political polariz ation in the  divide d country, cre ating  the  circums tance s  that would re s ult in the  outbre ak of
the  Kore an War.
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