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Abstract

Lieutenant General JohnReed Hodge was one ofthe mostimportantpeople inrecentKorean history. He
served as the commanderofthe U.S. militaryoccupationofsouthern Koreafrom September 1945 to August
1948, although he was farfrombeing a prominent U.S. Army officer during World War II. His personaland
professionalbackground had adirectand negative impacton his implementationofinstructions and his
dealings withthe Koreanpeople and their political leaders. This article provides evidence that President
Harry S. Truman's decisionto appoint Hodge as occupationcommanderwas a serious mistake. His narrow
experience and lessercommand responsibilities caused himto make decisions that greatlyincreased
political polarizationinthe divided country, creating the circumstances that would resultinthe outbreak of
the Korean War.
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