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This engaging book demonst rat es Shakespeare’s abiding int erest  in t he
t heat rical pot ent ial of  t he Christ ian resurrect ion from t he dead. In 14 of
Shakespeare’s plays, charact ers who have been lost , somet imes for
years, suddenly reappear—seemingly ret urning from t he dead. In t he
classical recognit ion scene, such moment s are explained away in
nat uralist ic t erms—a charact er was lost  at  sea but  survived, or abduct ed
and escaped, and so on. Shakespeare never invalidat es such
explanat ions, but  in his manipulat ion of  classical convent ions he parallels
t hese moment s wit h t he recognit ion scenes from t he Gospels,
repeat edly evoking Christ ’s resurrect ion from t he dead.

Benson’s close st udy of  t he plays, as well as t he classical and biblical
sources t hat  Shakespeare fuses int o his recognit ion scenes, clearly
elucidat es t he ways in which t he playwright  explored his abiding int erest
in t he human desire t o t ranscend deat h and t o live reunit ed and
reconciled wit h ot hers. In his manipulat ion of  resurrect ion imagery,
Shakespeare conflat es t he mat erial wit h t he immat erial, t he religious
wit h t he secular, and t he sacred wit h t he profane.
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