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Up the Capitol Steps is a personaland political memoir by Oregon’s first
(and only) woman governor, one of only 34 women who have served as
state chief executives inthe history of the United States. Barbara
Roberts offers a behind-the-scenes glimpse of a woman’s life in politics
and aims to “demystify” leadership by telling the story of her own unlikely
rise to power.

The motherof anautistic child before the advent of specialeducation,
Roberts began her life in public service as an advocate forthe rights of
children with disabilities. She documents her expanding political career
from schoolboard memberto legislatorto Secretary of State and finally,

Governor. Inthis gripping and poignant memoir, hotly contested
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