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REVIEW ARTICLE HISTORICAL LITERATURE ON CANADA'S PARTICI-PATION IN THE GREATWAR - The fifteenyears
sincethe armistice have witnessedpublication of much material relating to the warinall countries which
took anactive share inthe greatstruggle. For this literature the official histories, though by no means
necessarilysuperiorto otherrecords, furnishasort of measuringrod to indicate roughly the amount of study
devoted to the events ofthe warineachcase. The fine Germanseries ofmonographspreparedbythe
Reichsarchivand publishedby Gerhard Stalling, Oldenburg, has nowreached the operations of September,
1918; the not-so-readable generalstaffhistoryisstill concerned with 1915. AustriaHungary's Let,ter Krieg
drags behind with part of 1915 completed. The British official historian, having dealt with the opening ofthe
strugglesonthe Somme (July1,1916),is postponing the restof1916 and 1917 inorderto record the open-
warfareoperationsof1918. The French offidal history has concludedthe Somme battles;the Belgian
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generalstaffis yetengagedwith the eventsof1914. Most of the British dominionsare well to the fore in
respectofwarhistory. South Africa, New Zealand, Newfoundland have publishedcompleteofficialrecords.
The one whichmaybestbe comparedwith Canadais,ofcourse,Australia.Fromthe beginningofthe war, the
Australian governmenttook great pains to secure asatisfactoryrecord oftheirdominion's participationin
the struggle. Theychoseacompetentman, Mr. C. W. Bean, as official historian, and allowed hima free hand.
Mr.Beanacquired first-hand knowledge from his experiencesin Gallipoliand in France; and sincethe war he
has enjoyed fullaccess to the officialdocuments. He has utilized Germanrecords evento those ofobscure
Bavarianand Wurtemberg units; he has studied the Britishand Frenchaccountsofactions in which the
"Aussies" shared, and he has paid closeattentionto the recollectionsofindividuals. Inconsequence,his
work conforms to all the standardsofhistoricalwriting. He is now engagedwith the openingmonths of1918
and bids fairto complete his task withintwo years. With theseexamplesin mind we may, perhaps, take stock
ofwhat has beendoneinCanada to recordthe storyofCanadian participationinthe war. During the
struggleitself Canadianswere eagerto read something «Professor Kerrhas triedtomake thebibliography
whichappears attheendofthe articleascompleteaspossible sinceitis hopedthatitwillbe a basicwork of
reference forfuturestudents ofthe subject. Asupplementarylist willbe published inournextissue.
Suggestions forit may besentto the REview orto Professor Kerrat the University of Buffalo (ed.). The
authordesires to express histhanksto the De partmentofNational Defence, Ottawa,andto the
CanadianMilitary Institute,Toronto,for the useoftheirlibraries;and to the Historical Sectionofthe General
Staff, Ottawa, and to Mr. R. C. Fetherstonhaugh of Montrealforassistance in makingout the list. 412 REVIEW
ARTICLE 413 of the experiencesand achieve mentsoftheirsoldiers. Anumberofbooksaccordinglymade their
appearanceto describe,inso faras conditionspermitted , the work ofthe Canadiandivisionsin the field.
Mostimportant ofthesearethe twovolumesby Sir Max Aitken (Lord Beaverbrook ) who actedfrom 19 14to mid-
1916 asrecordofficerto the Canadiancombatant units: CanadainFlanders: The o«cialstoryofthe Canadian
ExpeditionaryForce. Thesevolumesgive the first authoritative account of Canadian participationin British
battles fromSecond Ypres to SanctuaryWood. Their authorhadsomefirst-handknowledge ofevents;and he
had a gift of style whichtune shiswriting to the pitchofa clarion call. Inthe circumstancesofthe time he could
notavoid striking a note of pride, stressingsuccesses more thanfailures, and obscuringwith
magnificentphrasesthe errors of organization among the Allies whichrendered futile the efforts oftwo
battalions during April 23, 1915. He was, of course,restrained by the necessities of war fromrelating all he
knew and analysing the causesofevents to anyseriousextent; and he used materialincomplete by present-
daystandards. Yet these little volumesmustbe takeninto careful considerationbyall studentsofthe early
battlesin whichCanadiansshared. Lord Beaverbrook abandoned his work inthe summerof1916 and left to
Dr.C.G.D.Robertsthe task of producingthe third volumeofCanadain Flanders, coveringthe lastactionsin
the Salient and the wholeofthe fightingonthe Somme. Major Roberts had no storyoftriumphto record; he
dealtwithone successfuloperation(Courcelette)and the seriesoftragically costlyassaults on Mouquet
Farm, FabeckGraben,and ReginaTrench. He makesthe failuresquite...
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