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Abstract

In this article, M. B. Vallotton reviews the recent advances in our knowledge of the
biochemistry of renin which have led to a better understanding of the physiological and
pathophysiological conditions in which this system plays a role. These advances have led
to the design of new drugs interfering with the renin-angiotensin system for lowering
blood pressure. Moreover, it has become more and more evident that this system does
not work independently, but is intimately connected with the sympathetic nervous
system and other humoral factors and complemented by opposing systems with which
an interplay permits a fine tuning of electrolyte balance and arteriole tonus in various
vascular beds.
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