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R e vie we d by:

Harold R. Winton

Normandy to Victory: The War Diary of General Courtney H. Hodges and the
First U.S. Army. Diary maintained for Hodges by his aides Major William C.
Sylvan and Captain Francis G. Smith, Jr. Edite d by Jhon T .Gre e nwood.
Le xington: Unive rsity Pre ss  of  Ke ntucky f or the  Association of  the
Unite d State s  Army, 2008. ISBN 978-0-8131-2525-1. Maps.
Photographs. Appe ndix. Note s. Bibliography. Inde x. Pp. xi, 575.
$50.00.

Court ney Hodges remains perhaps t he most  enigmat ic of  t he senior U.S.
Army generals of  World War II. He assumed command of t he First  U.S.
Army just  a6er t he breakout  from Normandy and remained in cont inuous
command t hereof during it s act ive operat ions t hrough V-E Day. This was
t he American format ion t hat  capt ured Paris, drove int o Germany, fought
t he bloody bat t les in t he Huert gen Forest , halt ed t he ferocious German
Ardennes o9ensive, reduced t he nort hern half  of  t he Bulge, capt ured
t he Remagen Bridge, encircled t he sout hern half  of  t he Ruhr Pocket , and
linked up wit h t he Russians at  t he Elbe. There is, however, no biography
of Hodges, nor any readily available appreciat ion of  t he operat ional work
of First  Army.

Thus, t he commercial publicat ion of  t he war-t ime diary kept  by t wo of
Hodges's aides and long-known t o milit ary researchers is a most
welcome event . The project  was undert aken by John Greenwood, who
unt il recent ly served as chief  hist orian in t he O9ice of  t he Surgeon
General, U.S. Army, and is a joint  vent ure bet ween t he Associat ion of  t he
U.S. Army and t he Universit y Press of  Kent ucky.

The t ext  is preceded by a short  biographical sket ch of  Hodges and
comprises nine chapt ers corresponding t o First  Army's major operat ions.
Greenwood's edit ing is parsimonious yet  quit e helpful, rest rict ing it self
t o obvious errors in t he original t ext  and t he addit ion of  over one
hundred pages of  fact ual not es describing personalit ies, unit s, weapons,
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and event s ment ioned in t he diary.

There are, of  course, mult iple problems of int erpret at ion, most ly
cent ered around Hodges himself. Was he t he compet ent , "magnificent ly
balanced" (p. 3) f ield commander depict ed by Omar Bradley in A Soldier's
Story; t he admirable but  overly conservat ive general described by James
Gavin in On to Berlin; t he unimaginat ive bon général ordinaire port rayed
by Russell Weigley in Eisenhower's Lieutenants; or t he aloof, t oo-quick-t o-
relieve perfect ionist  indict ed by Daniel Bolger in "Zero Defect s:
Command Climat e in t he First  US Army" (Military Review, May 1991)? The
present  work is an imperfect  one wit h which t o judge t hese issues.
Nevert heless, at t ent ive reading of  t he t ext , part icularly when done in
conjunct ion wit h ot her works such as David Hogan's A Command Post at
War, can yield real rewards. During t he frust rat ing f ight ing in t he
Huert gen, one can sense Hodges's palpable [End Page 987] displeasure
at  t he worm-like pace of  t he American advance in t he face of  at rocious
weat her, t errible t errain, and skillful German defenses, never wondering
whet her t he at t acks should have been launched in t he f irst  place. And
during t he early days of  t he Bulge when American aircra6 were all but
grounded, one can discern t he heavy reliance t hat  senior American
ground commanders had, by t hat  junct ure in t he war, come t o place on
t he air inst rument . Furt hermore, one get s a very useful sense of  t he
inner workings of  a major headquart ers in t ime of war and t he wide scope
of a senior commander's ambit .

Thus, all engaged in t his ent erprise are due our t hanks for having put
an import ant  and useful primary source in t he hands of  a wide circle of
readers. [End Page 988]

Harold R. Winton
School of Advanced Air and Space Studies

Maxwell AFB, Alabama
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