Memory-craft: The role of domestic
technology in women's journals.

Home > ETDs > 846

Browse Advisors

ELECTRONIC T

Browse recent Advisors
Enter search terms:
Search

in this series
Advanced Search
Notify me via email or RSS

Memory-craft: The Role Of Dome
Technology In Women's Journals
Tammy Powley, University of Central Florida

Keywords

memory-craft, memory, narrative, scrapbooks, altered-books,

Browse

Abstract

Collections

The term "memory-craft" refers to arts and crafts media wher
and journaling are combined and assembled into book form. E

Disciplines
Authors

Author Corner
Author FAQ

Links
Sponsored by the University of
Central Florida Libraries

crafts include scrapbooks, art journals, and altered books. Trad
been the primary assemblers of memory-crafts, using this form
autobiography and genealogical archiving. Memory-crafting is
amateur home-crafter, and while historians have long understo

significance, academia has not properly considered memory-c
alternative discourse. The purpose of this study is to examine t
crafting as a non-traditional method of writing, especially amo

record personal and familial narratives. Just as women are usu
takers of the family, through memory-craft they also become r
and preserving memories, which would otherwise become lost
everyday birthday parties, family vacations, and wedding anni

culturally significant over time. Through the use of domestic te
includes both paper scraps and home computer systems, mem
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interpretation of the present and provide insight into the past.
connection between domestic technology and memory-crafts,

study into four themes: history and memory-craft; women and
feminist literary autobiography and memoir; and feminism and
approach is a mixture of fictionalized personal narrative and an

after Writing Machines by N. Katherine Halyes and Alias Olymp
as I discuss experimental methods of writing in the form of me
an experimental writing technique which gathers from persona
a persona named Tess and from the life of my Great Aunt Mam

Mamie's journals and letter to her sister document the memor
including a tragic double suicide, which still haunts the Dudleys
narrator and storyteller, my stories connect to those documen
past to the present. Along with Mamie's family records, I consi
works by women during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuri
Anne Bronte, and Emily Dickinson, and I also examine contem

such as those constructed by altered book artists Tom Phillips
Digital memory-craft is another source of support for my argu
groups and bloggers. For example, I discuss the Wish Jar Journ
illustrator Keri Smith, where she journals her life and creative p
textual and visual elements in her blog posts. Writer and blogge
from Dooce.com is another case study included in this project
of documenting familial events and memoir. Because of their f

narrative elements, hardcopy and digitally-based memory-craf
combine text and visual elements to tell a story and pass on kn
through the mixture of text and domestic technology. Memory
not follow conventional writing models. Therefore, this provide
experimentation by those writers who have traditionally been r
rhetorical writing methods.
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