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This article considers the role of theory in neoliberal urban

development/redevelopment practice in the past half-century.

Specifically it reconsiders the writings of Jane Jacobs, one of the most

important figures in defining the so-called urban crisis of the 1960s and

1970s. With a vision at once liberal and conservative, Jacobs established a

political and economic fluidity that allowed successors to manipulate her

innovative theories as they saw fit. The works of one such disciple,

Richard Florida, are examined here at length. Florida has interpreted the

recent turn toward neoliberal cultural, tourism-focused, and consumer-

driven urban development and merged it with Jacobs's theories in order

to cast himself as a key public advocate for “creative-class” planning with

only marginal success and even less accountability. Despite popular and

scholarly critiques of the creative-class model, Florida's celebrity and

the popularity of his theories among public officials and economic elites

alike have entrenched neoliberal urban planning as the dominant

paradigm, not unlike Jacobs's transformative work in the 1960s. Placing

Jacobs and Florida within the global phalanx of neoliberal visionaries

contributes to the larger historiographical project of understanding

neoliberalism's origins in the political economy of our own time.

© 2012 by MARHO: The Radical Historians' Organizat ion, Inc.

2012

You do not  current ly have access to this content .

  Share  

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Client Account
Username / Email address

Password

SIGN IN

Forgot  password?
Don't  have an account?

Sign in via your Inst itut ion
Sign In

Sign in via your Inst itut ion
Sign in

View Metrics

Sign in

Don't  already have an account? Register

BUY THIS ARTICLE

CITING ARTICLES VIA

#
#
#
#
#
https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=&citation_id=633189


About  Radical History Review

Editorial Board

For Authors

Twit ter

Facebook

Purchase

Advert ise

Rights and Permissions Inquiry

Online ISSN 1534-1453  Print  ISSN 0163-6545  Copyright  © 2018

Duke University Press
905 W. Main St . Ste. 18-B
Durham, NC 27701
USA

Web Of Science (10)

Google Scholar

CrossRef

EMAIL ALERTS

Latest  Issue

Subscribe to Art icle Alert

#
#
https://read.dukeupress.edu/radical-history-review/crossref-citedby/123926
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Phone
(888) 651-0122

International
+1 (919) 688-5134

Contact
Contact  Us
Information For
Advert isers
Book Authors
Booksellers/Media
Customers
Educators
Journal Authors/Editors
Journal Subscribers
Librarians
Prospect ive Journals
Rights & Permissions
Societ ies

Careers
View Open Posit ions

 Sign Up For Subject  Matters

 Current  Catalog

Connect











#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


©2017 Duke University Press. All Rights Reserved.

Accessibility

Legal

Privacy

Get Adobe Reader

#
#
#
#

	Theorizing Neoliberal Urban Development: A Genealogy from Richard Florida to Jane Jacobs
	Sign in
	Client Account
	Sign in via your Institution
	Sign in via your Institution
	CITING ARTICLES VIA
	EMAIL ALERTS



