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Abstract :  This volume is a part of a 2-volume book and contains 14 chapters which
provide information on the long term development of efforts to manage interactions
between the society and the environment and mitigate global environmental risks. This
first volume looks in depth at the three issues (i.e., acid rain, stratospheric ozone
depletion and climatic change) which pose a serious threat to the environment, and traces
the evolution of efforts to deal with this issues over the period extending from the

International Geophysical Year in 1957 to the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development in Rio in 1992. Also included are the different social responses to global
environmental risks in specific arena such as Germany, the Netherlands, UK
USA, the European community and the family of international institutions (i.e., 
Japan, Mexico and Canada). A comparative analysis of the responses of the different arena
to the three risks of acid rain, stratospheric ozone depletion and climatic change is
discussed, and a series of management functions was also identified that would be
addressed in each arena history through a common research protocol.
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