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T en aphasics were compared with ten control subjects on their ability to
d iscriminate between visually-presented word s. T hree variables were
systematically varied : (1) word length, (2) word frequency, and (3) word
similarity. T he task was a simple ‘matching-to-sample’ experimental situation,
where Ss were required to push one of two buttons. A special pre-training
proced ure was employed which mad e it possible to includ e even very
severely impaired aphasics who would normally be exclud ed from such
experiments d ue to their inability to follow proced ural instructions. T he two
d epend ent variables were (1) errors, and (2) response latency. T he two
groups d id not show a significant d ifference on number of errors, but were
significantly d ifferent on response latency.
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