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Abst ract
In t his art icle, we provide a f ramework f or analyzing and int erpret ing sources t hat
inf orm a lit erat ure review or, as it  is more apt ly called, a research synt hesis.
Specif ically, using Leech and Onwuegbuzie’s (2007, 2008) f rameworks, we
delineat e how t he f ollowing f our major source t ypes inf orm research synt heses:
t alk, observat ions, drawings/phot ographs/videos, and document s. 
qualit at ive dat a analysis t echniques t hat  are opt imal f or analyzing one or more
of  t hese source t ypes. Furt her, we out line t he role t hat  t he f ollowing f ive
qualit at ive dat a analysis t echniques can play in t he research synt hesis: const ant
comparison analysis, domain analysis, t axonomic analysis, component ial
analysis, and t heme analysis. We cont end t hat  our f ramework represent s a f irst
st ep in an at t empt  t o help lit erat ure reviewers analyze and int erpret  lit erat ure in
an opt imally rigorous way.
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