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Abstract
The effects of regular and frequent increases in NHS patient charges on

patient utilisation and average net ingredient costs of prescription items

are analysed using data on NHS prescribed drugs in England for the period

1979-1985. Separate equations are estimated for non-exempt and exempt

adult non-elderly patient groups. The estimates suggest that the

prescription charge policy has led to a significant reduction in utilisation

during a period when the underlying trend for prescription utilisation was

increasing. While the policy has generated an increase in available

resources, by far the greater proportion of these resource consequences has

arisen from the reduction in service use, the opportunity costs of which

cannot be estimated from available data. However, there is no a priori

reason to believe that deterred or delayed utilisation is confined to the non-

exempt population and is the result of frivolous prescribing by general

practitioners. Increasing prescription charges may therefore be reducing as



opposed to enhancing the efficiency of use of primary care resources.

Alternative policy options are considered for promotion greater efficiency in

resource use in primary care provision.

Suggested Citation

Handle: RePEc:chy:respap:37chedp

Download reference �  as HTML

Mandy Ryan & Stephen Birch, 1988. "Estimating the effects of health

service charges: evidence on the utilisation of prescriptions," Working

Papers 037chedp, Centre for Health Economics, University of York.

More services and features

MyIDEAS
Follow serials, authors,

keywords & more

New papers by email
Subscribe to new additions to

RePEc

Author registration
Public profiles for Economics

researchers

Rankings
Various rankings of research in

Economics & related fields

RePEc Genealogy

MPRA
Upload your paper to be listed

on RePEc and IDEAS

EconAcademics
Blog aggregator for economics

research

Plagiarism
Cases of plagiarism in

Economics

Job market papers
RePEc working paper series

dedicated to the job market

Fantasy league



Who was a student of whom,

using RePEc

RePEc Biblio
Curated articles & papers on

various economics topics

Pretend you are at the helm of

an economics department

Services from the StL
Fed
Data, research, apps & more

from the St. Louis Fed

IDEAS is a RePEc service hosted by the Research Division of the Federal

Reserve Bank of St. Louis . RePEc uses bibliographic data supplied by the

respective publishers.


	Estimating the effects of health service charges: evidence on the utilisation of prescriptions
	Author
	Abstract
	Suggested Citation
	More services and features
	About RePEc
	Help us
	MyIDEAS
	MPRA
	RePEc home
	Corrections
	Blog
	Volunteers
	New papers by email
	EconAcademics
	Help/FAQ
	Get papers listed
	Author registration
	Plagiarism
	RePEc team
	Open a RePEc archive
	Rankings
	Job market papers
	Participating archives
	Get RePEc data
	RePEc Genealogy
	Fantasy league
	Privacy statement
	Legal statement
	RePEc Biblio
	Services from the StL Fed




