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In herinnovative new book, Kalpana Ram reflects on the way spirit
possessionunsettles some of the foundationalassumptions of
modernity. What is a human subject underthe varied conditions
commonly associated with possession? What kind of subjectivity must
already be in place to allow such a transformationto occur? How does it
alter ourunderstanding of memory and emotion if these assailus inthe
form of ghosts ratherthanas attributes of subjective experience? What
does it meanto worship deities who are afflictive and capricious, yet bear
anintimate relationship to justice? What is a "human" body if it can be
takenoverbyawhole array of entities? What is agency if people canbe
"claimed" in this manner? What is gender if, while possessed, awomanis a

woman no longer?
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