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Abstract
In a deceptive joke called the â€˜garden-path jokeâ€™ it is occasionally the case that
Grice's maxims of conversation are uncooperatively violated. Such violations might point
to a commonly accepted notion that jokes form an uncooperative discourse. But a close
analysis reveals that there is a certain regularity, which indicates the cooperative aspect
of a joke: T hat is, while the character(s) in the garden-path joke can freely violate the
maxims of conversation for the sake of the joke's essential ambiguity, the narrator may
avoid violating the maxims. T he aim of this paper is to bring out this regularity by giving
evidence for the â€˜Character-Did-Itâ€™ Hypothesis.
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